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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  County  Borough  of 

Merthyr  Tydfil. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  conditions  and 
vital  statistics  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1925.  This  report  by  the 
instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  has  to  be  a survey  report  in 
which  the  Medical  Officer  is  to  deal  comprehensively  with: — 

(а) .  The  measure  of  progress  made  in  this  area  during  the  preceding 

five  years  in  the  improvement  of  the  Public  Health. 

(б) .  The  extent  and  character  of  the  changes  made  during  that  period 

in  the  Public  Health  services  of  the  area;  e.g.,  housing,  water 
supply,  sewerage,  scavenging  and  refuse  disposal,  food  inspection 
or  other  services  affecting  the  environment  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Schemes,  schemes  for  the 
treatment  of  tuberculosis  and  venereal  diseases,  provision  of 
Isolation  Hospitals  or  other  services  directed  to  the  prevention 
or  cure  of  disease  in  individuals. 

(c).  Any  further  action  of  importance  in  the  organisation  and  develop- 
ment of  Public  Health  services  contemplated  by  the  Local 
Authority,  or  considered  desirable  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 


Medical  Officer  of 
ANNUAL  REPOR 


TOWN  HALL, 

MERTHYR  TYDFIL. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  Borough  of  Merthyr  Tydfil  is  situated  at  the  north-eastern 
extremity  of  the  County  of  Glamorgan  ; it  occupies  the  upper  portion 
of  the  Taff,  by  which  river  and  its  tributary,  the  Morlais,  the  district 
is  intersected.  The  Taff  is  formed  by  the  confluence  at  Cefn  of  the 
Taf  Fawr  and  Taf  Fechan,  and  has  its  source  in  the  old  red  sandstone 
formation  of  the  Vans  of  Brecon  about  9 miles  above  the  town  of 
Merthyr.  The  Morlais  has  its  source  in  the  hills  to  the  north  of  Dow- 
lais,  runs  through  Dowlais  and  Penydarren  and  joins  the  Taff  at 
Merthyr.  The  valley  of  the  Morlais  is  so  narrow  and  its  banks  rise 
so  precipitously  that  with  the  exception  of  a few  at  Gellifaelog,  the 
houses  in  Dowlais  and  Penydarren  are  situated  on  steep  sloping 
ground 

The  Taff  runs  in  a deep  valley  through  the  centre  of  the  district 
and  the  hills  on  each  side  rise  to  a height  varying  from  600  to  1500  feet 
above  the  sea  level.  The  valley  is  comparatively  narrow  throughout 
its  entire  length,  but  broadly  speaking  it  widens  as  one  approaches 
northwards.  The  general  character  of  the  district  is  hilly  and  only 
a minor  portion  is  situated  on  level  ground.  Practically  the  whole 
of  Dowlais  and  Penydarren  is  built  on  sloping  ground,  together  with 
Thomastown  and  Twynyrodyn  in  the  Town  Ward  ; Heolgerrig  and 
Gellideg  in  Cyfarthfa  Ward  ; while  Treharris,  Aberfan,  Troedyrhiw, 
Abercanaid,  Pentrebach  and  a portion  of  the  Town  and  Cyfarthfa 
Wards  are  on  more  level  ground,  and  are  built  on  the  alluvial  deposits 
in  the  Taff  valley.  The  extreme  length  of  the  district  measures  about 
lo|  miles,  and  the  thickly  populated  portion  of  it  is  placed  entirely  within 
the  northern  edge  of  the  coal  bearing  strata,  the  mountain  limestone 
cropping  out  to  the  north  of  Penydarren  and  Dowlais.  The  district 
varies  in  height  above  the  sea  level  from  300  feet  at  Quakers’  Yard 
to  1760  feet  at  Pwllmawr  in  the  Dowlais  Ward,  but  in  the  Merthyr 
Vale,  Plymouth,  Town  and  Cyfarthfa  Wards  the  majority  of  the  houses 
are  built  at  an  altitude  of  less  than  650  feet. 

The  area  of  the  borough  is  17,761  acres,  with  a population  according 
to  the  corrected  census  returns  of  1921  of  80,116  ; 41,115  males  and 
39,001  females.  The  estimated  population  for  mid-year  1925  is  given 
by’ the  register  General  at  82,920,  and  it  is  on  this  figure  that  the 
various  statistics  are  calculated.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  Registrar 
General’s  figures  for  the  population  last  year  was  83,440,  so  that  ac- 
cording to  him  there  has  been  a reduction  in  the  population  instead 
of  a material  increase  one  would  have  anticipated.  According  to  the 
census  returns  there  are  15809  structurally  separate  dwellings  occupied 
and  17,057  private  families,  with  a population  of  78,863.  There  are 
78,605  rooms  occupied  with  a rate  of  one  room  per  person. 

The  assessable  value  (General  District  Rate),  is  -£261, ^^2,  and  the 
product  of  a penny  rate  is  £920. 
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BIRTHS. 

Nett  Number  Registered 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population 

Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Birth-rate  for  105  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns 


1636 

19.7 
18.3 

18.8 


The  following  Table  from  the  Registrar  General  shows  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  births  : — 


INWARD 

OUTWARD 

TOTAL  BIRTHS 

TRANSFERS 

TRANSFERS 

Males 

798 

5 

9 

Females  .. 

...  856 

7 

21 

ILLEGITIMATE 

BIRTHS 

Males 

26 

0 

4 

Females  ... 

42 

2 

8 

The  nett  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  58,  equivalent  to  a rate 
of  35  per  1,000  births, 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Ninety-seven  were  notified  by  midwives  under  the  rules  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board. 

DEATHS. 

Number  Registered 

Death-rate  per  1,000 

Death-rate  per  1,000  England  and  Wales 

Death-rate  per  1,000  County  Boroughs  and  Great  towns 

{including  London). 

To  compare  the  death  rate  with  that  of  other  towns  it  is  necessary 
to  make  a correction  for  age  and  sex  distribution,  and  this  is  done  by 
multiplying  the  crude  death  rate  by  1.059,  a figure  obtained  from 
the  Registrar  General.  This  gives  a corrected  death-rate  of  13.4. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  Borough  amounted  to  1117,  and 
of  these  96  were  of  non-residents.  Thirty-five  residents  died  outside 
the  Borough,  so  that  the  nett  deaths  amounted  to  1056,  equivalent  to 
a death  rate  of  12.7  per  thousand  population.  Of  the  217  deaths  of 
residents  in  Public  Institutions  in  the  Borough  136  occurred  in  the 
Union  Infirmary,  54  in  the  General  Hospital,  23  in  Mardy  Hospital 
and  4 in  Pontsarn  Hospital,  Of  the  non-residents  dying  in  public 
Institutions,  63  occurred  in  the  Union  Infirmary,  8 in  the  General 
Hospital,  9 in  Mardy  Hospital,  and  8 in  Pontsarn  Sanatorium.  Eight 
non-residents  died  at  private  addresses  in  the  Borough. 


1056 

12.7 

12.2 

12.2 


The  following  table  shows  the  Ward  distribution  and  the  rate  per 
1,000  of  the  deaths  ; — 


NAME  OF  WARD. 

NO.  OF  DEATHS. 

WARD 

POPULATION 

DEATH-RATE 
PER  1,000 

Dowlais 

168  ... 

11970  ... 

14 

Penydarren  . . . 

227  ... 

14338  ... 

15.8 

Park 

113  ... 

8656  ... 

13 

Cyfarthfa 

103  ... 

8235  .. 

12.5 

Town 

141 

11933  ... 

11.8 

Plymouth 

119  ... 

10382  ... 

11.4 

Merthyr  Vale 

98  ... 

8329  ... 

11.7 

Treharris 

87  ... 

9077  ... 

9.5 

Penydarren  Ward  has 

the  highest  death  rate  with  Dowlais  second. 

and  Park  Ward  third.  Last  year  Dowlais  had  the  highest  death-rate 
with  Penydarren  third. 

The  death-rate  of  the  Borough  is  0.5  per  1,000  above  that  of  England 
and  Wales  and  of  the  105  Great  Towns,  and  it  will  be  shown  later 
this  is  due  to  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age. 

Number  of  women  dying  during  or  in  consequence  of  child-birth. 

From  Sepsis  4 ..  From  other  Causes  8 

Three  of  the  cases  of  puerperal  fever  were  removed  to  the  Union 
Infirmary  for  treatment,  and  a death  from  eclampsia  occurred  in  that 
Institution. 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 

There  were  163  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  equivalent 
to  a rate  of  99  per  1,000  births.  Of  these  deaths  153  were  of  legitimate 
infants  equivalent  to  a rate  of  96  per  1,000  legitimate  births,  while  10 
were  of  illegitimate  infants  equivalent  to  a rate  of  172  per  1,000  illeg- 
itimate births.  For  the  whole  of  England  and  W^ales  the  infant  mor- 
tality rate  was  75  per  1,000  births,  while  for  the  105  Great  Towns  it 
was  79  per  1,000  births. 

Our  figures  therefore  compare  unfavourably  with  the  figures  for  the 
country  as  a whole,  and  also  with  those  of  the  105  Great  Towns.  Last 
year  the  rate  was  80  per  1000  births,  the  same  rate  as  that  of  the  105 
Great  Towns.  Comparing  Table  IV  with  that  of  last  year  it  is  seen  that 
five  deaths  from  measles  and  10  from  whooping  cough  occurred  as 
compared  with  no  deaths  from  these  causes  last  year.  There  are 
also  24  deaths  under  the  headings  diarrhoea,  gastritis  and  enteritis 


this  year  as  compared  with  12  cases  last  year  under  similar  headings. 
The  increased  number  of  deaths  as  compared  with  last  year  may  there- 
fore be  said  to  be  due  to  the  epidemic  prevalence  of  measles  and  whoop- 
ing cough,  and  to  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  diarrhoea, 
which  is  usually  associated  with  a lessened  rainfall  in  the  third  quarter 
of  the  year. 

Sixty-two  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  were  of  infants  under  one 
month,  the  same  figures  as  last  year,  and  of  these  34  were  due  to  pre- 
mature birth,  9 to  atrophy,  debility  and  marasmus,  and  three  to  con- 
genital malformation.  The  figures  under  these  headings  remain 
practically  constant  from  year  to  year  and  improvement  may  only  be 
expected  by  methods  of  ante  natal  supervision. 

Pneumonia  and  bronchitis  between  them  accounted  for  36  deaths 
as  compared  with  38  last  year  and  undoubtedly  these  figures  should 
be  capable  of  reduction.  Bad  housing  conditions  are  a predisposing 
factor,  as  are  also  the  unnecessary  exposure  of  infants  by  taking  them 
to  places  of  amusement  in  the  evening.  Convulsions  account  for 
thirteen  deaths  as  compared  with  16  cases  last  year.  The  death  rate 
per  1,000  births  from  diarrhoea)  diseases  (under  2 years),  was  17  as 
compared  with  8.4  for  England  and  Wales  and  10.8  for  the  105  Great 
Towns.  Of  the  29  deaths  from  diarrhoea;  (under  2 years),  eleven 
occurred  in  the  Penydarren  Ward,  and  6 in  the  Dowlais  Ward,  in  the 
Cyfarthfa  Ward  there  were  4 deaths  and  in  the  Town  Ward,  3 deaths. 
The  Dowlais,  Penydarren  and  Cyfarthfa  Wards  contain  most  of  the 
insanitary  areas  in  the  Borough,  and  the  economic  conditions  are 
at  their  worst  in  these  Wards. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES. 

(a)  Mardy  Hospital.  On  January  ist,  1925,  59  patients  remained 
in  hospital,  viz.;  Scarlet  fever  22;  diphtheria  16,  and  tuberculosis  21; 
and  during  the  year  233  patients  were  admitted,  viz.:  scarlet  fever,  102  ; 
diphtheria  no  ; encephalitis  lethargica  3 ; suspected  typhoid,  i and 
tuberculosis,  49. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Unfortunately  there  was  an  outbreak  of  measles 
during  the  course  of  the  year  in  the  pavilion  devoted  to  scarlet  fever; 
there  were  16  cases  of  measles,  with  4 deaths  of  young  children.  The 
cases  of  scarlet  fever  admitted  were  of  a mild  type  with  few  compli- 
cations, and  there  were  no  deaths  apart  from  the  cases  that  contracted 
measles. 

The  patients  remain  in  hospital  on  an  average  6 weeks,  prolonged 
in  the  case  of  patients  with  aural  or  nasal  discharge  till  the  discharge 
ceases.  There  was  one  return  case  during  the  year. 


Diphtheria. — The  patients  remain  in  hospital  a minimum  period 
of  5 weeks  ; this  period  is  prolonged  if  the  condition  of  the  patient 
requires  it.  Eight  deaths  occurred,  equivalent  to  a case  mortality  of 
7.2  per  100  cases.  This  figure  is  high,  and  is  due  to  the  late  admission 
of  cases,  often  the  3rd,  4th  or  5th  day  of  the  disease,  with  consequent 
delay  in  the  administration  of  antitoxin. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — Three  cases  were  admitted  notified  as 
suffering  from  encephalitis  lethargica  ; one  proved  to  be  a case  of 
cerebral  haemorrhage,  and  was  transferred  to  the  Union  Infirmary. 
The  two  cases  of  encephalitis  lethargica  proved  fatal,  one  in  4 days, 
and  the  other  9 days  after  admission. 

Enteric. — One  case  notified  as  typhoid  proved  to  be  a case  of  tuber- 
cular meningitis. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — Forty-nine  patients  were  admitted  as 
compared  with  67  last  year.  Thirty-seven  patients  were  discharged 
during  the  year,  and  there  were  18  deaths.  Twenty  patients  were 
from  the  Borough  and  the  remainder  from  neighbouring  districts. 
Practically  all  the  patients  were  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis in  an  advanced  stage,  and  naturally  the  death  rate  is  high  under 
these  circumstances. 


Mardy  Isolation  Hospital. 


Expenditure. — The  Borough  Controller  has  furnished  the  following 
table  of  expenditure  and  receipts  for  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1926  : 


Salaries  : — EXPENDITURE 

Superintendent 
Matron  and  Staff 
Labour 
Teamwork 
Materials 

Ground  Rent,  Rates,  Taxes  and  Insurance 
Hardware,  Crockery  and  Furnishing 
Medicine  and  Drugs  ... 

Fuel,  Light  and  Cleaning 
Provisions 
Haircutting,  etc. 

Uniforms  and  Drapery 
Garden 

Purchase  and  Maintenance  of  Poultry  ... 

Purchase  and  Maintenance  of  Pigs 
Repairs  to  Machinery,  etc. 

Disinfectants  ... 

Printing,  Stationery  and  Advertising  ... 

Petty  Disbursements,  Telephone  Fees  and  Sundries 


£ s.  d. 

33  7 0 
1541  17  7 

419  2 9 
48  0 9 
125  17  10 
462  8 8 
18  14  6 
242  8 0 
726  14  8 
1971  10  4 
8 10  0 
185  3 10 
221  13  6 
42  10  0 
8 13  3 
59  6 0 
16  8 0 

34  18  9 
20  13  7 


£6187  19  0 


INCOME. 

Merthyr  Guardians’  Contribution 
Maintenance  of  Tuberculosis  Patients  .. 
Maintenance  of  Patients — Crickhowell  R.D.C. 
Sale  of  Pigs,  etc. 

Sundries 


I s.  d. 
225  0 0 
2245  1 9 

120  12  0 
7 16  0 
1 5 7 


£2599  15  4 


ip).  Small  Pox  Hospital,  Mountain  Hare. — This  hospital  was  not 
in  use  during  the  year.  It  is  a 1 6-bed  hospital,  constructed  of 
corrugated  ironlined  with  wood  and  built  on  brick  foundations. 

Other  hospitals  in  the  Borough  are  : (i)  The  General  Hospital, 

with  100  beds,  and  includes  a children’s  ward. 

(2)  The  Union  Infirmary,  containing  300  beds,  and  including 
hospital  accommodation  for  all  the  parishes  in  the  Union. 

(3)  Pontsarn  Hospital,  belonging  to  the  Welsh  National  Memorial 
Association,  and  containing  38  beds  for  tubercular  patients. 

There  is  no  institutional  accommodation  in  the  Borough  for  un- 
married mothers,  illegitimate  infants  or  homeless  children. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — The  Council  possess  a motor  ambulance 
for  the  transport  of  infectious  cases,  and  also  a police  motor  ambulance 
for  accidents,  etc.  The  Guardians  possess  a motor  ambulance  as  do 
several  of  the  Colliery  Companies. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

(a).  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. — ^There  are  four  in  the 
Borough,  all  provided  by  the  Council.  The  Central  Clinic  is  at  4 and 
5,  Glebeland  Street,  the  same  premises  that  are  used  for  the  School 
Clinic. 

ip).  Gellifaelog  Old  Schools,  Dowlais.  This  is  a part  of  the  Gelli- 
faelog  Old  Schools  now  not  in  use,  and  is  also  used  as  a School  Clinic. 

(c).  Troedyrhiw  Church  Hall.  This  is  in  use  once  a week. 

{d).  Treharris  Welfare  Centre.  This  is  in  use  fortnightly  at  present, 
but  the  premises  are  not  suitable,  and  it  is  intended  to  go  back  to  Bethel 
Chapel  Hall,  when  the  meetings  will  be  held  weekly. 

SCHOOL  CLINICS. 

There  are  two  School  Clinics  in  the  Borough,  at  4 and  5,  Glebeland 
Street,  for  the  Merthyr  District,  and  the  Plough  School  for  the  Dowlais 
and  Penydarren  Districts. 


TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARY. 

This  building  belongs  to  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association, 
and  is  in  Church  Street,  Merthyr  Tydfil.  It  is  open  Monday 
and  Wednesday  afternoons  for  patients,  and  Dr.  Thomas  is  now 
devoting  an  extra  afternoon  to  the  examination  of  contacts. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINIC. 

This  building  is  in  the  grounds  of  the  Mardy  Isolation  Hospital,  is 
provided  by  the  Council.  It  is  open  on  Tuesdays  at  3 p.m.  for  females, 
and  on  Thursdays  at  5 p.m.  for  males.  The  irrigation  room  is  open 
daily  (Sundays  excepted),  at  12  noon  and  5 p.m. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

MEDICAL. 

A.  DUNCAN,  M.B.,  C.M.,  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
School  Medical  Officer,  Superintendent  Isolation  Hospital,  Medical 
Officer  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act. 

M.  EPPYNT  PHILLIPS,  M.B.  (London),  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
Health  (half-time).  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  (half-time). 
Half-time  is  devoted  to  the  work  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee,  and  half  to  School  Medical  Work  under  the  Education 
Committee;  Inspector  of  Midwives. 

H.  SCHOLBERG,  M.B.,  D.P.H.  (part-time).  Pathologist  under  the 
Venereal  Diseases  Scheme. 

DENTAL. 

J.  WYLIE,  L.D.S  (part-time).  Dental  Officer  at  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Department,  School  Dental  Officer. 

ANALYTICAL. 

RHYS  CHARLES,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.  (part-time).  Public  Analyst,  also 
acts  as  part-time  Bacteriologist. 

SANITARY  ; 

M.  THOMAS,  M.R.S.I.,  Certificate  of  Sanitary  Institute  for  inspec- 
tion of  meat  and  other  foods.  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Inspector 
under  the  Housing  Acts,  Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

H.  JENKINS,  M.R.S.I.,  Certificate  of  Sanitary  Institute  for 
Inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods.  Sanitary  Inspector,  Inspector  under 
Housing  Acts,  Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

L.  MILLS,  A.R.S.I.,  Certificate  of  Sanitary  Institute  for  Inspection 
of  meat  and  other  foods.  Sanitary  Inspector,  Inspector  under  Housing 
Housing  Acts,  Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

B.  WILLIAMS,  A.R.S.I.,  Certificate  of  Sanitary  Institute  for 
Inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods.  Sanitary  Inspector,  Inspector 
under  housing  Acts,  Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 


VETERINARY. 

A.  JONES,  M.R.C.V.S.  (part-time),  Inspector  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Clauses,  Merthyr  Corporation  Act,  1908,  and  Milk  & Dairies  Act,  1915. 

HEALTH  VISITORS  & SCHOOL  NURSES. 

A.  DAVIES,  C.M.B.,  C.R.S.I.  (trained  nurse). 

E,  M.  LEWIS,  C.M.B.  (trained  nurse). 

E.  PARRY,  C.M.B.,  C.R.S.I.  (trained  nurse). 

M.  ROGERS,  C.M.B. , C.R.S.I.  (trained  nurse). 

E.  LEWIS,  C.M.B.,  C.R.S.I.  (trained  nurse). 

H.  HEWITT,  L.O.S.,  C.R.S.I.  (trained  nurse). 

E.  WILLIAMS,  C.R.S.I.,  Fever  and  Tuberculosis  Training. 

A.  JONES,  C.M.B.,  (trained  nurse). 

DENTAL  NURSE. 

M.  EVANS  (part-time).  School  Dental  Nurse. 

CLERICAL  STAFF. 

One  second  grade  clerk,  i third  grade  clerk,  and  i part-time  third 
grade  clerk. 

Staff  of  the  Isolation  Hospital : — 

C.  JONES,  Matron.  Five  Sisters,  i Assistant  Nurse  and  12  Pro- 
bationers, domestic  and  outdoor  staff. 

There  is  also  an  ambulance  driver  and  two  disinfectors,  i for  out 
door  work,  and  i at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Salary  contributions  are  made  in  respect  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  Pathologist  under  the  Venereal  Diseases  Scheme,  Dental 
Surgeon,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Health  Visitors  and  Dental  Nurse. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

(a).  General. — There  are  four  Queen’s  Nurses  in  the  Borough  ; two 
in  the  town  district  and  two  in  Dowlais.  The  lower  wards  of  the 
Borough  are  not  provided  for  in  this  respect.  The  Guardians  provide 
two  nurses  for  the  outdoor  nursing  of  Poor  Law  cases. 

{h).  Infectious  Diseases. — The  Health  Visitors  visit  cases  of  measles, 
whooping  cough,  puerperal  fever,  epidemic  diarrhoea,  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  and  pneumonia. 

There  is  no  other  provision  for  nursing  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
at  their  own  homes.  The  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association 
provides  one  nurse  for  out-patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


Midwives. — Fifty-nine  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practice 
in  addition  to  the  seven  Health  Visitors  and  the  Matron  of  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  who  are  registered  midwives.  Forty-three  are 
trained  and  sixteen  untrained.  Dr.  Eppynt  Phillips  refers  further 
to  the  subject  in  her  report,  but  it  may  be  mentioned  that  none  of  the 
midwives  are  subsidised  by  the  Council. 


CHEMICAL  WORK. 

Mr.  Rhys  Charles,  Public  Analyst  of  the  Borough,  acts  also  as  water 
examiner.  His  work  will  be  alluded  to  under  the  headings  of  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and  Water. 


LIST  OF  ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE-LAWS  AND  LOCAL  REGULA- 
TIONS, relating  to  the  Public  Health  in  force  in  the  District  with 
date  of  adoption. 

The  following  local  Acts  relative  to  Public  Health  are  in  force 
within  the  Borough  : — 


Merthyr  Tydfil  Waterworks  Act  ...  ...  ...  1852 

Merthyr  Tydfil  Waterworks  Act  ...  *..  ..  1858 

Merthyr  Tydfil  Waterworks  Act  ..  ..  ..  1865 

An  Act  to  confirm  Provisional  Order  for  additional 

waterworks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  1876 

Merth}^-  Tydfil  District  Council  Waterworks  Act  ...  1895 

Merthyr  Tydfil  Urban  District  Council  Act  ...  ..  1903 

Merthyr  Tydfil  Corporation  Act  ...  ..  ...  1908 

Merthyr  Tydfil  Corporation  Water  Act  ...  ...  1911 

Taff  Fe'chan  Water  Supply  Act  ...  ...  ...  1921 


(Five  members  of  the  Borough  Council  on  the  Water  Board). 


Adoptive  Acts.  The  Corporation  have  adopted  the  following  Acts 
dealing  with  Public  Health  : — 


Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  (Part  III)  ...  1890 

(now  compulsory) 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act  ...  ...  ••  1890 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act  ...  ...  •••  1890 

Private  Street  Works  Act  ...  ...  ...  •••  1892 

Infectious  Diseases  Notifications  Act  ...  ...  1889 


(Compulsory  by  Act  of  1899). 

Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act 
Pubhc  Health  Amendment  Act 
(Sections  19,  23,  30,  35,  36,  37,  39,  40,  41,  42, 
Notification  of  Births  Act  ... 


...  1899 

...  1907 

49,  51  to  75  incl,  95) 
...  1907 


Bye-Laws. — Bye-Laws  are  in  force  in  respect  to  the  following  : — 

Date  of  adoption. 


Slaughterhouses  ... 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ... 

Water,  Mis-use,  undue  consumption 
or  contamination  of  water 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
Cleansing  of  Footways,  removal  of 
House  Refuse,  Cleansing  of  Earth 
Closets 
Nuisances 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  .. 

Good  Rule  and  Government 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

Efficiency  of  Air  Space  about  Buildings 

Ventilation  of  Buildings 

Offensive  Trade  of  a Gut  Scraper 

Regulations  : — 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops  . , 


October 

1889 

October 

1889 

July 

1901 

Meirch 

1903 

April 

1903 

June 

1903 

September 

1903 

July 

1906 

December 

1907 

March 

1910 

October 

1910 

April 

1912 

December 

1914 

February 

1901 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. — Filtered  water  to  the  Borough  is  now  supplied  by  the  Taf 
Fechan  Water  Supply  Board,  who  have  taken  over  the  water  works 
at  the  Upper  and  Lower  Neuadd  and  Dolygaer,  formerly  belonging 
to  the  Corporation.  The  sand  filtration  beds  at  Penybryn  are  under 
the  Corporation,  but  the  filtration  is  paid  for  by  the  Board.  The 
distribution  in  the  Borough  is  under  the  control  of  the  Council,  who 
own  the  mains  and  pipes  in  the  Borough.  The  construction  of  the 
new  reservoir  at  Pontsticill  by  the  Taf  Fechan  Board  is  now  proceeding, 
and  it  is  thought  that  they  will  begin  to  impound  water  by  the  end  of 
the  present  year.  Meanwhile  the  conditions  are  the  same  as  in  former 
years,  that  is  to  say  the  supply  is  ample  and  of  good  quality,  that  of  an 
upland  surface  water.  A recent  chemical  and  bacteriological  ex- 
amination was  satisfactory. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

As  regards  the  Taff  and  its  tributary,  the  Morlais,  on  each  of  them 
there  is  a coal  washery  discharging  directly  into  them.  One  washery 
is  at  Dowlais  on  the  Morlais,  and  one  at  Merthyr  Vale  on  the  Taff. 
There  are  a number  of  sewer  storm  overflows  discharging  into  both 
rivers,  necessitated  by  the  incapacity  of  the  sewers  to  deal  with  storm 
water.  The  effluent  from  the  Troedyrhiw  Sewage  Farm  discharges 


into  the  Taff  ; no  analysis  of  this  effluent  has  been  made  during  the 
year,  but  there  has  been  no  complaint  of  foul  odours  during  the  summer 
time  as  in  some  former  years. 

Other  sources  of  pollution  are  bye-products  from  the  Merthyr  Vale 
and  Quakers’  Yard  Gas  Works,  The  latter  discharging  into  the  Taff- 
Bargoed,  a tributary  of  the  Taff 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  new  work  has  to  be  chronicled  apart  from  extension  of  the  sewers 
to  accommodate  new  houses  that  have  been  built.  New  work  con- 
templated is  the  provision  of  a sewer  at  Pant  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  Council  houses  in  that  district,  the  present  sewer  into  which 
they  drain  is  too  small  and  in  time  of  heavy  rain  the  sewage  backs 
up  into  the  road,  creating  a considerable  nuisance.  The  work  is  to 
be  proceeded  with  immediately,  and  sanction  has  been  obtained  for 
a loan. 

The  30-inch  sewer  from  Troedyrhiw  to  Graigberthlwyd  is  now  in  use, 
and  the  owners  of  several  houses  in  the  Merthyr  Vale  Ward  that  could 
not  drain  into  the  old  sewer  owing  to  the  levels  have  been  served  with 
notices  to  connect. 

The  question  of  sufficiency  of  sewer  accommodation  for  the  whole 
of  the  upper  district,  including  the  Penydarren  and  Dowlais  Wards, 
will  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration  in  the  near  future,  especially 
if  any  new  building  takes  place.  As  previously  mentioned,  it  has 
been  necessary  to  have  a number  of  storm  overflows  into  the  Morlais, 
and  it  is  certain  that  the  sewers,  especially  in  the  Dowlais  Ward,  are 
working  to  their  full  capacity,  if,  indeed  not  beyond  at  present. 

SEWAGE  FARM,  TROEDYRHIW. 

This  farm,  which  is  under  the  management  of  a Joint  Committee 
of  the  Merthyr  and  Aberdare  Councils,  and  is  63  acres  in  extent,  has 
been  reported  to  have  been  working  satisfactory  during  the  year. 
Allusion  has  been  made  in  previous  reports  as  to  the  advisability  of 
enlarging  the  straining  tanks,  but  nothing  has  been  done  in  this 
matter  during  the  year. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Practically  the  whole  district  is  served  by  the  water  carriage  system, 
and  only  in  outlying  farms  and  in  a few  houses  where  there  is  no  sewer 
is  the  conservancy  system  in  use.  A simple  type  of  earth  closet  is 
recommended  for  use  where  the  water  carriage  system  is  not  practi- 
able  and  as  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report  some  30  houses  in  the 
Clwydyfagwr  and  Winchfawr  district  have  been  so  provided. 


During  the  year  133  notices  to  provide  cisterns  in  w.c.’s  have  been 
served,  and  the  number  of  w.c.’s  without  these  necessary  adjuncts 
is  year  by  year  becoming  less. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  method  remains  the  same  as  in  former  years,  a tri-weekly 
collection  by  the  Council’s  workmen,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Borough  Surveyor.  The  matter  of  the  provision  of  sanitary  dust  bins 
has  not  come  under  consideration  during  the  year,  and  house-holders 
still  put  out  their  refuse  in  all  sorts  of  receptacles. 

The  various  tips  are  still  in  use,  but  a Committee  is  at  present  dealing 
with  the  question  of  refuse  disposal.  Tipping  accommodation  at  a 
suitable  distance  from  houses  is  now  very  difficult  to  obtain  owing  to 
the  using  up  of  the  sites,  and  the  problem  of  refuse  disposal  has  now 
become  acute  as  far  as  the  Borough  is  concerned. 


1.  Dilapidated, 

Choked  Drains 

2.  Insufficient  W.C.  Accommo- 
dation 

3.  To  open  and  repair  slop  drains 

4.  To  provide  slop  drains 

5.  To  drain  urinals 

6.  To  provide  cisterns  in  w.c.’s  ... 

7.  To  pave  backyards  ... 

8.  To  repair  stable  drains 

9.  To  provide  manure  receptacles 

10.  To  remove  foul  accumulations 

11.  To  repair  dilapidated  dwellings 

12.  To  cleanse  dwelling-houses 

13.  To  provide  rain-water  troughing 

14.  To  prevent  escape  of  sewer  gas 
into  houses 

16.  To  ventilate  drains 

16.  To  remove  fowls,  animals,  etc. 

17.  To  prevent  overcrowding 

18.  Under  Slaughterhouse  Bye- 
Laws 

19.  Under  Factory  and  Workshops 
Act 

20.  Under  Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
Regulations 

21.  To  provide  a separate  water 
supply 

22.  To  prevent  pollution  of  brook 

23.  Conomon  Lodging  Houses 

24.  Houses  let  in  lodgings 

25.  To  repair  defective  roofs  caus- 
ing dampness 


Total. 
285 

7 3 6 4 19 


44 

42 

60 

86 

232 

8 

12 

2 

3 

25 

1 

2 

1 

— 

4 

38 

32 

62 

11 

133 

37 

18 

45 

52 

152 

4 

4 

— 

2 

10 

2 

1 

— 

4 

7 

26 

42 

12 

23 

103 

110 

138 

40 

58 

346 

14 

28 

14 

22 

78 

74 

72 

129 

140 

395 

4 

3 

12 

6 

24 

11 

6 

6 

7 

30 

10 

32 

16 

6 

64 

— 

36 

— 

1 

37 

12 

6 

— 

2 

20 

6 

10 

4 

3 

23 

9 

6 

— 

2 

16 

17 

— 

4 

16 

0 

37 

6 

2 

___ 

0 

6 

8 

1 

24 

— 

— 

26 

66 

142 

110 

108 

426 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

No.  1.  No.  2.  No.  3.  No.  4. 
District  District  District  District 

Defective  and 

70  38  153  124 


26. 

To  remove  long  hopper  pans 

No.  1. 
District 

13 

No.  2. 
District 

8 

No.  3. 
District 

23 

No.  4. 
Disi/rict 

6 

Total. 

50 

27. 

To  provide  sinks  in  houses 

10 

4 

4 

4 

22 

28. 

To  connect  drainage  cesspit  to 
sewer 



22 

■ 

2 

24 

29. 

To  cleanse  cesspit 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

30. 

To  close  stable  as  insanitary  . . . 

— 

2 

— 

2 

4 

31. 

To  divide  common  backyard 

— 

4 

4 

7 

15 

32. 

To  provide  proper  coalplaces 

14 

6 

15 

7 

42 

33. 

Other  nuisances 

12 

11 

25 

63 

111 

Of  the  above  notices  385  were  statutory  and  the  remainder  informal. 


INSPECTIONS  MADE  DURING  rHE  YEAR. 


House  to  house 

Infectious  diseases  investigated 
Infectious  diseases  re-visited 
Slaughterhouses 
Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ... 
Vans  and  Tents 
Common  Lodging  Houses 
Houses  let  in  lodgings  ... 
Workshops 

Bakehouses  ...  • • ‘ 

Complaints  received 


Nuisances  detected 
Notices  issued  ... 
Premises  disinfected 
Clothing  disinfected 
Length  of  drains  tested 


No.  1. 

No.  2. 

No.  3. 

No.  4. 

Total 

216 

372 

370 

340 

1298 

95 

82 

87 

106 

370 

52 

41 

44 

73 

210 

. 1130 

580 

543 

784 

3037 

135 

109 

106 

98 

448 

24 

12 

4 

4 

44 

181 

24 

— 

— 

205 

69 

114 

28 

— 

211 

77 

127 

99 

71 

374 

90 

100 

96 

109 

395 

. 143 

48 

68 

91 

350 

ABOVE 

INSPECTIONS. 

No.  1. 

Ro.  2. 

No.  3. 

No.  4. 

Total 

626 

603 

809 

815 

2853 

356 

292 

432 

436 

1516 

84 

74 

88 

89 

335 

84 

74 

88 

89 

335 

. 2104 

1423 

2214 

2395 

8136 

ft. 

ft. 

ft. 

ft. 

ft. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  13  of  these  in  the  Borough,  and  during  the  year  205  visits 
were  paid  by  the  Inspectors.  The  general  conditions  may  be  said  to 
be  satisfactory,  and  there  were  no  prosecutions  during  the  year 
In  the  case  of  the  Oxford  Lodging  House,  Dowlais,  which  is  registered 
for  males  only,  and  has  no  sanitary  accommodation  for  females,  a 
basement  room  is  occupied  by  a family  consisting  of  a husband,  wife 
and  six  children  ; while  a room  on  the  second  floor  is  occupied  by  a 
husband,  wife  and  one  child  These  tenants  were  taken  m at  the 
request  of  the  police  as  they  could  not  find  accommodation  elsewhere, 
and  were  still  in  occupation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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GELLIFAELOG  OLD  SCHOOLS. 

Eleven  families,  unable  to  find  accommodation  elsewhere,  now 
occupy  these  schools.  The  accommodation  is  very  unsatisfactory 
from  a sanitary  point  of  view,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  had  to 
keep  them  under  continuous  observation.  Twelve  houses  adjoining 
the  Rocky  Road,  Penydarren,  are  being  built,  and  when  completed  the 
tenants  in  these  schools  shall  have  first  chance  of  them.  The  schools 
shall  be  closed  for  occupation,  but  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  precau- 
tion to  prevent  other  tenants  occupying  them. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

No  application  for  an  offensive  trade  has  been  received  during  the 
year.  There  are  four  premises  where  offensive  trades  are  carried  on 
in  the  Borough,  two  gut  scrapers,  a fellmonger  and  a knacker.  There 
were  no  complaints  during  the  year. 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1 919- 

Chief  Inspector  Thomas  reports  that  he  dealt  with  37  premises  with 
good  results.  Inspector  Jenkins  reports  that  very  few  complaints 
vfere  received  during  the  year.  A few  houses  adjoining  a private 
slaughter  house  were  baited  with  satisfactory  results.  The  refuse 
tips  at  Pantscallog  and  Dowlais  Top  were  dealt  with  on  two  occasions 
by  laying  a number  of  baits,  which  were  readily  taken  , the  result  was 
a diminition  of  the  rat  population  of  these  tips.  The  main  surface 
water  culvert  which  passes  through  Dowlais  was  also  baited  on  two 
occasions  with  satisfactory  results.  Inspector  Mills  reports  baits  were 
laid  on  two  premises,  and  Inspector  Williams  on  four  premises,  in  all 
cases  with  satisfactory  results. 


Since  tipping  has  terminated  in  the  Plymouth  Ward  complaints 
as  to  the  presence  of  rats  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tip  have  ceased. 


HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

Thirty-four  houses  are  on  the  register  for  houses  let  in  lodgings  ; 
twelve  are  in  the  town  district  and  twenty-two  in  the  Dowlais  district. 
They  comprise  the  larger  houses  where  several  lodgers  are  taken, 
and  do  not  include  the  large  number  of  houses  occupied  by  two 
families.  Repairs  were  carried  out  to  five  houses  during  the  year, 
and  183  visits  of  inspection  were  made. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  has  been  reported  on  in 
the  school  Medical  Report  to  the  Board  of  Education.  The  action 
taken  in  relation  to  the  health  of  the  scholars  and  for  preventing  the 


spread  of  infectious  diseases  are  in  conformity  with  the  memorandum 
on  closure  of  and  exclusion  from  school  19251  issued  conjointly  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Board  of  Education. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  440  workshops  (including  bakehouses)  on  the  register, 
and  (excluding  bakehouses)  365  visits  were  made  by  the  Inspectors 
during  the  year.  Twenty-four  notices  were  served  during  the  year. 
Details  are  given  in  Table  V. 


HOUSING. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  results  of  the  inspection  of  1393 


houses  : — 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected  ...  ..  ...  1393 

Defective  Drains  ...  ...  ..  ..  173 

Choked  Drains  ..  ...  ...  ...  215 

Unventilated  Drains  . . . . . . . . 39 

Pans  in  Filthy  Condition  ...  ...  ..  113 

Absence  of  or  Defective  Cisterns  ...  ...  174 

Absence  of  or  Defective  Sinks  ..  ...  ...  185 

Insufficient  W.C.  Accommodation  . . . . 30 

Houses  in  a Filthy  Condition  ..  ..  ..  59 

Houses  in  Bad  Repair,  Damp,  etc.  ...  . . 696 

Broken  Pavement  in  Yard  ..  ..  ..  144 

Animals  or  Fowls  in  Yard  ..  ..  ...  73 

Refuse  in  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Other  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  138 


By  the  end  of  the  year  a large  number  of  the  above-mentioned 
defects  were  remedied.  In  the  Annual  Report  for  1922  detailed 
reports  as  to  the  housing  conditions  and  the  prevalence  of  over- 
crowding were  given  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  it  may  be  said 
that  the  conditions  are  still  very  much  the  same.  It  is  still  difficult 
to  represent  houses  as  unfit  for  habitation  owing  to  the  impossibility 
of  the  tenants  finding  other  accommodation.  It  was  reported  in  1922 
that  707  houses  should  be  closed.  These  houses  remain  occupied 
to-day.  The  eleven  families  in  Gellifaelog  Old  Schools,  mentioned 
in  previous  reports,  have  been  unable  to  find  accommodation,  and 
it  has  been  necessary  for  the  Council  to  build  houses  for  them  ; they 
are  now  in  course  of  erection.  Further,  it  was  reported  last  year  that 
in  the  Dowlais  district  15  derelict  houses  had  been  broken  into  and 
occupied  by  young  couples  mainly,  and  during  the  year  8 more  houses 
have  been  so  occupied.  Of  the  original  15  houses  broken  into  it  was 
possible  to  get  8 vacated  during  the  year  by  exercising  pressure,  and 
in  some  cases  by  the  provision  of  a Council  house.  In  the  case  of  ten 


of  these  houses  considerable  repairs  were  earned  out  and  five  were 
demolished.  In  previous  reports  it  was  mentioned  that  6 tents  were 
in  use  in  the  Mountain  Hare  district  as  dwelling  houses,  and  there  are 
now  II  of  these  structures.  These  tenants  say  they  are  unable  to 
get  houses,  and  I have  no  doubt  this  is  correct. 

Cellar-dwellings  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough  are  all  separately 
occupied,  thus  in  the  town  district  there  are  26  occupied,  in  the  Dowlais 
district  32  occupied,  in  the  Penydarren  district  33  occupied,  and  in  the 
lower  district  18  occupied.  The  great  majority  of  these  dwelling^ 
have  been  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation  and  vacated  to  form  part 
of  the  house  above,  but  are  now  all  occupied  as  separate  tenements. 


It  was  reported  in  1922  that  1,107  houses  were  known  to  contain 
2 or  more  families,  and  that  a complete  census  would  bring  to  light 
a number  more  houses  occupied  by  two  or  more  families,  and  this 
condition  of  affairs  may  be  said  to  prevail  to-day.  In  a total  of  1,298 
houses  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  lodgers  were  kept  or  apart- 
ments let  in  the  case  of  583. 


In  the  case  of  the  unhealthy  areas  in  the  Dowlais,  Georgetown 
and  Pentrebach  districts  previously  represented,  no  action  has  been 
taken  as  the  Ministry  of  Health  are  not  willing  that  the  schemes 
should  go  forward  meanwhile  for  financial  reasons. 

Repairs  to  house  property  have  been  carried  out  entirely  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  and  not  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 
One  reason  being  that  there  is  no  staff  in  the  Surveyor’s  Department 
to  carry  out  the  repairs  if  the  owners  do  not  do  so. 


NEW  HOUSES. 

Three  new  houses  came  into  occupation  as  the  result  of  private 
enterprise.  Under  the  Council’s  schemes  86  houses  came  into  occupa- 
tion, 50  at  Pant ; 28  at  Aberfan  and  8 at  Gellifaelog.  A beginning 
was  made  with  the  Treharris  scheme  of  116  houses  and  by  the  end 
of  the  year  18  houses  were  in  course  of  erection. 

Since  1920,  234  houses  have  been  erected  under  the  Addison  scheme, 
where  the  liability  of  the  Council  was  limited  to  the  proceeds  of  a penny 
rate  ; 78  houses  have  been  built  under  the  Wheatley  scheme,  where 
an  annual  sudsidy  of  £g  per  house  for  40  years  is  given.  One  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  more  houses  are  to  be  built  under  this  scheme  ; 116 
Treharris  and  12  at  the  Rocky  Road,  Gellifaelog,  to  house  tenants  at 
present  in  the  Gellifaelog  Old  Schools.  A building  programme  of 
266  additional  houses  at  Aberfan,  Gellifaelog,  Heolgerrig,  Troedyrhiw 
and  Treharris  has  been  formulated  by  the  Borough  Architect,  but 
has  not  been  approved  of  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1925. 
Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a).  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)),  90 
(ft).  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority,  86. 

(ii)  By  the  other  bodies  or  persons,  0 

1.  Unfit  dwelling-houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts), 
1657. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing  Con- 
solidated Regulations,  1925,  1,298. 

(3)  Number  of  dweUing-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
. so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation,  145. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation,  974. 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers, 
1,075. 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelhng-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs,  0. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

{a)  By  owners,  0. 

(6)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners,  0. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close,  0. 


B,  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied,  445. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ; — 

(а)  By  owners,  407 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners,  0. 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1925.  . . . XX. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders,  14. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made,  14. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having 

been  rendered  fit,  2. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 

tion Orders  were  made,  16. 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

oi  Demolition  Orders,  8. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a).  Milk  Supply. — At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  209  names  on 
the  register,  viz.,  retail  purveyors  of  milk,  123  ; cowkeepers,  59  ; whole- 
sale purveyors  of  milk  and  cowkeepers,  27.  The  >59  cowkeepers  are 
also  retail  purveyors  of  milk.  Of  the  retail  purveyors  of  milk  108 
reside  in  the  Borough,  and  15  are  non-resident.  The  cowkeepers 
are  all  resident  in  the  Borough. 

About  50  per  cent,  of  the  milk  used  in  the  Borough  is  produced 
locally,  the  other  50  per  cent,  being  imported  from  neighbouring 
districts  in  Breconshire,  Monmouthshire  and  Glamorgan,  and  also 
from  the  county  of  Carmarthen. 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  paid  448  visits  of  inspection 
to  cowsheds  and  dairies,  and  16  notices  under  the  regulations  in  respect 
to  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  were  served. 

No  applications  were  received  during  the  year  to  sell  milk  under 
special  designations  (certified.  Grade  A,  Pasteurised)  and  no  milk  under 
these  special  designations  has  so  far  been  sold  in  the  Borough. 

There  were  two  prosecutions  during  the  year  for  not  cleansing  the 
udders  of  cows  previous  to  milking,  and  a fine  of  £2  los.  was  inflicted 
in  each  case.  Of  166  samples  reported  on  by  the  Public  Analyst  19 
were  reported  on  as  dirty  and  37  as  slightly  dirty. 


PRESENCE  OF  TUBERCLE  BACILLI  IN  MILK. 

The  biological  examinations  of  milk  samples  are  carried  out  at 
Messrs.  Evans,  Lescher  and  Webbs’  laboratory  at  Runcorn.  Thirty 
samples  were  examined,  and  two  were  reported  as  having  infected 
guinea  pigs  on  inoculation.  The  farms  were  both  visited  by  the 
Veterinary  Surgeon,  and  a cow  suffering  from  tuberculosis  was  found 
in  each  and  eliminated  from  the  herd.  Subsequent  examinations 
of  the  milk  from  each  farm  proved  negative. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

During  the  year  13  registered  and  ii  licensed  slaughterhouses  were 
in  use  in  the  Borough,  i registered  slaughterhouse  was  not  in  use 
during  the  year,  and  in  the  case  of  one  of  the  previously  licensed 
slaughterhouses  the  license  were  not  applied  for.  Twenty  notices 
were  served  under  the  bye-laws  to  abate  nuisances  or  limewash  the 
premises.  Three  thousand  and  thirty-seven  visits  for  the  purpose  of 
meat  inspection  were  made  by  the  four  Sanitary  Inspectors  who  all 
possess  the  certificate  of  the  Sanitary  Institute  for  the  Inspection  of 
Meat  and  other  Foods. 


Meat  condemned  during  the  year  : — 


LBS. 

LBS. 

Beef 

. 8648 

Mutton  . . . 

...  1292 

Pork 

. 412 

Livers 

...  2231 

Sausages 

106 

Bacon 

...  271 

The  following  table 

exhibits  the 

position  as  to 

the  number 

slaughterhouses  in  1920  and  1925 

: — 

In  1920 

In  Jan.,  1925 

In  Dec.,  1925 

Registered 

16 

14 

14 

Licensed 

10 

11 

11 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924. 

These  came  into  force  on  April  ist,  1925,  and  on  April  2nd  there 
was  a meeting  at  the  Town  Hall  of  the  Butchers  and  Meat  Traders 
of  the  Borough,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  myself.  The  regula- 
tions were  discussed  in  detail  and  a modus  operand!  agreed  upon.  I 
would  make  the  following  comments  as  to  the  observance  of  the 
regulations.  There  was  not  at  first  much  enthusiasm  displayed  in 
carrying  out  the  various  sections  of  the  order  and  it  was  some  time 
before  the  spirit  of  the  order  could  be  translated  into  practice  anything 
like  uniform.  The  old  established  butchers  conceived  the  order  as  a 
blessing  to  wipe  out  the  hawker  of  meat  and  only  understood  the  part 
required  of  them  after  much  patient  warning. 
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Section  8,  which  aimed  at  rendering  the  work  of  inspection  of  meat 
easier  to  the  officer  and  required  a time  table  of  the  day  and  time  of 
slaughtering  was  met  by  several  of  the  butchers  sending  in  a document 
stating  that  slaughtering  would  take  place  every  day  and  at  all  times. 
Upon  many  days  no  slaughhtering  would  take  place,  and  so  the  inspec- 
tion still  remained  more  or  less  casual. 

Section  ii,  requiring  notices  of  exceptional  slaughtering  was  readily 
complied  with,  but  were  almost  entirely  of  the  slaughter  of  pigs  for 
home  consumption. 

The  sections  dealing  with  the  cleanliness  of  stalls  and  shops  have 
resulted  i n a great  improvement  in  the  conditions  of  retailing  meat. 

Section  19  is  still  the  cause  of  some  difference  of  opinion  and  lack  of 
uniformity.  In  the  case  of  hawkers’  carts,  some  have  the  sides  en- 
closed in  glass  frames  which  are  moveable  ; others  have  a cloth  spread 
over  the  meat  which  lies  on  the  bottom  of  the  cart. 

Section  20,  dealing  with  shops,  stores,  etc.  is  complied  with  in  every 
case  as  regards  sub-sections  i to  4.  Sub-section  5,  relating  to  the 
prevention  of  contamination  by  filth,  etc.  blown  thereon  gave  some 
trouble,  but  in  the  case  of  a number  of  butchers  the  difficulty  has  been 
overcome  by  the  provision  of  a moveable  frame  covered  with  two 
layers  of  gauze  suspended  from  the  ceiling  and  amply  protecting  the 
suspended  quarters  of  meat.  The  screen  is  capable  of  movement 
about  the  two  points  of  suspension  and  readily  resumes  its  protective 
position  when  released.  It  has  the  advantage  of  allowing  a free 
circulation  of  air  about  the  suspended  meat. 

Handling  Meat. — Considerable  improvement  has  been  made  in 
this  respect  by  the  retailers  exhibiting  a notice  “ Do  not  handle.” 

All  meat  carriers  in  the  Borough  are  provided  with  and  wear  wash- 
able head  covering  and  overalls  when  carrying  meat. 

The  system  of  meat  marking  is  not  in  use. 

There  were  5 prosecutions  under  this  order  for  not  properly  pro- 
tecting meat  from  contamination.  A conviction  was  obtained  in  all 
the  cases  and  fines  imposed,  but  in  one  case  there  was  an  appeal  to 
Quarter  Sessions,  and  the  appeal  was  allowed,  each  side  to  pay  their 
own  costs. 

There  was  also  one  prosecution  under  this  order  for  exposing  for 
sale  blown  veal.  A conviction  was  obtained  and  a fine  inflicted. 
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OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED. 


The  following  food  stuffs  were  condemned  during  the  year  : — 


Tinned  Goods  (tins) 

599 

Rabbits 

16 

Fruit  (lbs.) 

1632 

Vegetables  (lbs.)  .. 

. 461 

Fish  (lbs.) 

1161 

Milk  (gallons) 

. 800 

INSPECTION  OF  PLACES  WHERE  FOOD  IS  PREPARED. 

Restaurant  Kitchens. — Including  licensed  premises  where  food  is 
provided,  there  are  26  of  these  kitchens  in  the  Borough.  They  all 
have  been  visited  regularly  by  the  Inspectors,  who  report  that  the 
sanitary  conditions  were  satisfactory  and  the  foods  stuffs  used  of  good 
quality  and  in  good  condition. 

Fish-frying  and  Chip  Potato  Shops. — There  are  fifty-five  of  these 
establishments  in  the  Borough,  and  the  general  condition  is  satis- 
factory as  to  cleanliness.  An  appeal  has  been  made  to  each  owner 
to  use  grease  proof  paper  for  food  consumed  off  the  premises,  but 
not  all  have  complied.  Inspector  Jenkins  reports  “ that  the  standard 
of  these  premises  is  much  above  what  is  originally  was.  Proper 
cooking  stoves,  suitable  receptacles  for  the  cleansing  and  storage 
of  materials  previous  to  cooking  and  the  adoption  of  motor  driven 
potato  cleaners  are  now  general.  The  general  cleansing  of  adjacent 
yards  and  outbuildings  is  much  more  satisfactory  than  was  formerly 
the  case.” 

Ice  Cream  Vendors. — There  are  35  of  these  premises  on  the  register. 
In  the  case  of  two  of  them  the  conditions  were  not  satisfactory  from 
the  point  of  view  of  cleanliness,  and  in  one  case  the  proprietor  gave 
up  the  business  as  the  result  of  our  representations,  and  in  the  other 
case  warning -notice  was  issued  as  the  result  of  which  improvement 
was  made.  Inspector  Jenkins  reports  that  premises  used  for  the 
storage  of  materials  and  preparing  the  ice  cream  have  been  consider- 
ably improved  as  to  general  repair  and  cleanliness.  The  proprietors 
appear  now  to  appreciate  the  value  of  clean  and  cool  storage  for  the 
milk,  proper  accommodation  for  maintaining  the  vessels  and  plant 
free  from  dust  and  contamination  and  the  ample  space  for  dealing 
with  their  materials  instead  of  the  cramped  and  dirty  method  of  using 
the  work  place  as  a storeroom  for  all  description  of  boxes,  etc. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  64  premises  on  the  register  ; two  are  under- 
ground bakehouses.  All  the  bakehouses  with  one  exception  have 
the  modern  type  steam  oven.  The  old  type  brick  oven  bakehouse 
with  the  exception  mentioned  has  ceased  to  exist,  they  were  used 
mainly  by  housewives  for  baking  home-made  bread.  This  practice 
seems  to  be  diminishing  and  reliance  completely  placed  on  the  pro- 
fessional baker. 


Eleven  notices  for  repairs  or  limewashing  were  served  and  complied 
.with  ; otherwise  the  various  premises  were  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory 
condition. 

Butchers. — Small  goods  are  prepared  at  45  butchers’  establish- 
ments ; such  small  goods  comprise  brawn,  polonies,  pies,  etc.  In 
most  instances  the  conditions  were  satisfactory  as  regards  the 
cleanliness  of  the  premises,  the  condition  of  the  meat  and  the  cleanli- 
ness of  the  utensils.  There  were  however,  4 prosecutions  for  selling 
unsound  meat,  and  one  prosecution  for  the  use  of  a dirty  sausage 
machine  ; a conviction  was  obtained  in  all  the  cases  and  a penalty 
inflicted. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

During  the  year  166  samples  of  new  milk  were  taken.  In  20  cases 
the  samples  were  below  the  standard  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
as  follows  : — 

2 cases  5 per  cent,  deficient  in  fat. 

I case  8 per  cent,  deficient  in  fat. 

I case  10  per  cent,  deficient  in  fat. 

8 cases  2 per  cent,  added  water. 

1 case  3 per  cent,  added  water. 

2 cases  4 per  cent,  added  water. 

2 cases  8 per  cent,  added  water. 

I case  10  per  cent,  added  water. 

In  two  informal  samples  there  were  16  per  cent,  and  10  per  cent, 
respectively  deficiency  of  fat. 

There  were  9 prosecutions  with  the  following  results  : — 

M.P.  £s  fine.  5 per  cent,  deficient  in  fat. 

D.M.R.  £s  fine.  8 per  cent,  added  water. 

M.E.  £2  fine.  4 per  cent,  added  water. 

C.P.  £s  and  costs.  10  per  cent,  added  water. 

T.J.  £5  and  costs.  8 per  cent,  added  water. 

C. J.  dismissed.  4 per  cent,  added  water. 

M.J.W.  dismissed.  10  per  cent,  deficient  in  fat. 

D. P.  dismissed.  5 per  cent,  deficient  in  fat. 

W.M.T  £2  and  costs.  8 per  cent,  deficient  in  fat. 

As  previously  mentioned  the  Analyst  reported  19  samples  dirty  and 
37  slightly  dirty.  The  vendors  were  warned,  but  no  prosecutions  were 
instituted.  In  addition  to  milk  samples  formal  samples  of  the  follow- 
ing food  stuffs  were  taken  for  analysis  : — 


Cream 

SAMPLES 

5 

GENUINE  ADULTERATED 

5 ..  — 

Butter 

..  30 

30  ...  — 

Coffee 

...  2 

2 ..  — 

Pepper 

7 

7 ...  — 

Tapioca 

...  3 

3 ..  — 

Informal  samples  of  the  following  food  stuffs  were  taken  in  respect 
to  the  presence  of  boric  acid  as  a preservative  : — 


Sponge  Cakes 
Plain  Cake 
Currant  Cake 
Fruit  Cake 
Jam  Roll 


SAMPLES. 

6 

2 

2 

1 

1 


BORACIC  ACID. 


2 grs.  per  lb. 


It  will  be  noted  that  no  boracic  acid  was  found  in  the  samples  of 
sponge  cake  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  laid  down  in  Circular  381, 

Six  apples  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  arsenic  with  a 
negative  result. 


FERTILIZERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT. 

During  the  year  7 samples  were  taken  and  found  up  to  standard 
given  in  the  regulations.  The  samples  included  multiple  plant  food, 
rito,  nitrate  of  soda,  mixed  poultry  corn,  chicken  mixture,  barley 
meal,  dairy  meal. 


. MILK  AND  CREAM  REGULATIONS. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  report  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
under  the  above  regulations  : — 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  {MILK  AND  CREAM) 
REGULATIONS,  1912  and  1917. 

Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1925. 


I.  Milk  and  Cream  not  sold  as  preserved  cream 


(a)  No.  of  Samples 
examined  for  tlie 
presence  of  a 
preservative. 


(b)  No.  in  which  a 
preservative  was 
reported  to  be  pre- 
sent and  percent- 
age of  preservative 
found  in  each 
sample. 


Milk  ..  ..  166 

Cream  . . . . 3 


2.  Cream  sold  as  preserved  cream  : — 

(«).  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  for  analysis 
to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  label  as  to  preservatives 
were  correct  : — 

(i)  Correct  statements  made  ...  2 

(ii)  Statements  incorrect  ...  ..  Nil 

Total  ..  ..  2 

(iii)  Percentage  of  preservative  found  in 

each  sample  ..  ...  one  .35  per  cent. 

one  .31  per  cent. 

Percentage  stated  on  Statutory  Label  ..  Not  exceeding 

0.4  per  cent. 

(3).  Determinations  made  of  milk  fat  in  cream  sold  as  preserved 
cream  : — 

(i)  Above  35  per  cent.  . . ...  2 

(ir)  Below  35  per  cent.  ..  ...  Nil 

Total  ..  ...  2 

(c) .  Instances  where  (apart  from  analysis)  the  requirements  as 
to  labelling  or  declaration  of  preserved  cream  in  Article  V. 
(i)  and  the  provision  in  Article  V.  (2)  of  the  Regulations  have 
not  been  observed,  Nil. 

(d) .  Particulars  of  each  case  in  which  the  Regulations  have  not 
been  complied  with,  and  action  taken.  Nil. 

3.  Thickening  Substances.— Any  evidence  of  their  addition  to  cream 

or  to  preserved  cream.  Action  taken  where  found.  None. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PROSECUTIONS. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  police  court  proceedings  during  the 
year  ; — 
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May  26th  ...  C.J.  ...  Selling  milk  with  added  water  ...  Dismissed. 

,,  ...  A.D.  ...  Non-compliance  with  Closing  Order  Order  for  ejectment  in  28  days. 


PRO  SEC  U TI ONS. — coniinned. 
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Depositing  for  preparation  for  sale  un- 
sound sausage  meat 


PROSE  C U TIONS. — continued. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

diseases. 


Infectious  Diseases  Generally.  S'arlet  Feven-In  the  year  Ijao 
there  was  an  extensive  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever,  800  cases  being 
notified  ; in  succeeding  years  there  have  been  a 
of  cases  to  1923,  while  the  number  of  notifications  in  1924 
thos^S  1923  The  number  of  notifications  are  as  follows  : 1920 

800  1021  327  : 1922,  126  ; 1923,  84 : 1924,  124  ; 1925,  107.  The 

disease  generally  may  be  said  to  be  of  a mild  ^hde  of 

death  rate  per  1,000  was  .22  as  compared  with  .04  for  the  whole  ot 
England  and  Wales  and  the  96  great  towns.  In  other  years  the  death 
rate  has  been  below  that  of  England  and  Wales  and  the  great  towns, 
and  in  the  two  years  1924-25,  there  have  been  no  deaths 

The  return  cases  average  about  2 per  cent,  over  the  five  yearn. 
No  use  has  been  made  of  the  Dick  test  as  it  seems  to  be  somewhat  in 
the  experimental  stage  so  far. 

Diphtheria.— The  diphtheria  cases  have  varied  in  number  in  the 
years  1920-25  from  77  in  1922  to  184  in  1924.  The  death  rate  has  been 
unnecessarily  high  from  the  late  administration  of  antitoxin  in  cases 
not  recognized  sufficiently  early  by  the  parents  of  the  chi  dren  con- 
cerned. The  probationer  nurses  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  are  now 
Schick  tested  and  immunized  if  found  susceptible.  Antitoxin  is  sup- 
plied free  to  medical  men. 


Enteric  Fever. — This  disease  has  been  practically  non-existent  in 
the  Borough  in  the  years  1920-25.  The  cases  notified  have  usually 
proved  not  to  be  enteric,  and  in  the  few  cases  that  have  occurred  in- 
fection has  usually  taken  place  outside  the  Borough  when  the  patient 
has  been  on  holiday. 


Encephalitis  Lethargica. — In  the  years  1920-25,  14  cases  were 
notified,  and  no  doubt  there  were  missed  cases  until  the  character- 
istics of  the  disease  became  known.  The  unfortunate  after  effects 
are  now  well  known  and  are  exhibited  in  the  surviving  cases. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis. — In  1923  there  was  a small  epideniic  of 
21  cases  notified,  and  in  1924  6 cases.  A single  case  was  notified  in 
1920  and  2 cases  in  1925.  These  cases  have  been  followed  up  with 
the  purpose  of  prevention  of  deformity,  and  a number  of  these  have 
been  referred  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  Orthopaedic  Hospital  at  Cardiff. 


Influenza. — Influenza  has  been  with  us  every  year  from  1920  to 
1925.  In  1922  59  deaths  were  recorded  from  the  disease,  and  in  1924 


24  deaths  ; this  year  16  deaths  are  so  recorded  ; in  1920  ii  deaths, 
and  in  1923  ii  deaths.  I am  afraid  that  in  an  industrial  district 
such  as  ours  methods  of  control  have  been  so  far  of  little  avail, 
and  we  must  look  to  the  future  for  methods  of  prevention. 

Small  Pox. — One  case  of  small  pox  was  notified  in  1922,  but  the 
diagnosis  was  not  maintained  and  no  further  cases  followed. 


Pneumonia. — The  number  of  deaths  in  the  years  1920-1925  have 
been  fairly  uniform,  varying  from  88  in  1921  to  132  in  1922  when 
influenza  was  very  prevalent.  The  number  of  notifications  of  pri- 
mary pneumonia  and  influenza  pneumonia  have  varied  from  17  in 
1921  to  1 13  in  1922  and  1924.  As  we  do  not  provide  hospital  accom- 
modation for  these  cases  it  is  probable  that  a number  of  cases  have 
not  been  notified  in  the  past. 


Puerperal  Fever. — The  following  table  shows  the  notifications  and 
deaths  from  1920-25  : — 


YEAR.  NOTIFICATIONS.  DEATHS. 


1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 


8 

1 

3 
5 
2 

4 


5 

1 

3 
2 
0 

4 


That  is  23  notifications  to  15  deaths,  or  a case  mortality  of  65 
per  cent,  of  the  notifications.  The  only  conclusion  to  be  drawn  is 
that  puerperal  fever  is  with  us  a very  fatal  disease,  or  there  has  been 
a laxity  in  notification  of  the  cases.  The  latter  is  probably  the  true 
explanation  as  I have  found  that  some  medical  men  are  most  un- 
willing to  notify  this  disease  unless  compelled  to  do  so  by  the  pro- 
bability of  the  death  of  the  patient. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.— There  were  55  notifications  in  the  years 
1920-25,  varying  from  5 1920  to  15  in  1924.  The  great  majority 

were  cases  of  mild  infection  leaving  no  permanent  damage  to  the  eyes. 

In  the  year  1920  3 cases  of  dysentery  and  7 of  malaria  were  notified, 
and  in  1922  2 cases  of  malaria  were  notified. 


Cancer.— Of  the  non-notifiable  diseases  reference  may  be  made 
to  the  deaths  from  cancer.  The  number  of  deaths  in  the  year  1920-25 


are  as  follows  : — 

1920  ..  65  1922  ..  56 

1921  ...  60  1923  ..  79 


1924  ...  64 

1925  ...  83 


TART  F IT  —CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Name  of  District— MERTHYR  TYDFIL. 


XOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Small  Pox 

Diphtheria  (including  Membranous  Croup) 
Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 
Puerperal  Fever 
Pneumonia 
Er3-sipelas 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 
Ophthalmia  FTeonatorum 
EncephaUtia  Lethargica 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — ^Males 

„ „ Females 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis — Males 

„ „ Females 

^lalaria 

Poliomyelitis  ... 


Number  of  Cases  Notified, 

Total  Cases  Notified  in  each 
Locality. 

5 S 
-2 
> 0 

At  all  ages. 

Under  1. 

1 and  Under 
5 years. 

5 and  under 
15  years. 

1 5 and  under 
25  years. 

25  and  under 
45  years. 

45  and  under 
6.5  years. 

TJ  «- 
G 9 
■A  ^ 
10 

CQ 

0 

p 

Penj-darren 

Park. 

Cj-farthfa 

ri 

is 

0 

H 

Plymouth. 

OP 

u 

O' 

)F, 

Treharris. 

U 

os  u 
0 0 

■S’l 

H W 

Total 

Deaths 

124 

— 

39 

70 

7 

8 

— 

— 

24 

28 

12 

5 

14 

18 

15 

8 

110 

12 

107 

2 

45 

58 

1 

1 



— 

8 

11 

23 

10 

29 

14 

6 

6 

102 

— 

4 

— 

3 

1 

— 

1 

1 

z 

— 

z 

2 

— 



4 

87 

6 

19 

12 

10 

20 

16 

4 

6 

15 

17 

12 

15 

3 

11 

8 

— 

110 

14 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

6 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

— 

1 

1 





■ 



— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

7 

7 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

4 



2 

2 





— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

5 

.3 

17 

3 

46 

3 

14 

13 

15 

1 

3 

9 

15 

2 

3 

5 

4 

38 

40 

1 

5 

17 

15 

2 



13 

9 

4 

3 

5 

1 

3 

2 

14 

31 

23 

3 

12 

6 

2 

— 

— 

2 

3 

12 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

6 

7 

17 



2 

8 

6 

— 

1 

— 

5 

2 

3 

2 

— 

3 

2 

— 

5 

3 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

= 

= 

— 

— 

1 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

476 

16 

111 

170 

67 

66 

39 

7 

62 

80 

90 

37 

78 

45 

51 

33 

257 

210 

For  the  six  years  there  is  an  average  of  67.8,  equivalent  to  a death 
rate  of  .81  per  1,000  on  the  present  population. 

No  vaccinations  were  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  bacteriological  work  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases 
is  performed  by  Mr.  Rhys  Charles,  the  Public  Analyst  of  the  Borough. 
His  laboratory  is  in  London. 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  DISINFECTION  AND 
DISINFESTATION. 

At  the  Isolation  Hospital  there  is  an  Equifex  disinfector  in  which 
all  bedding  and  clothes  from  houses  where  there  have  been  patients 
suffering  from  infectious  diseases  are  disinfected.  Except  in  cases 
of  tuberculosis  the  usual  method  of  room  disinfection  is  by  means  of 
sulphur  fumigation.  In  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  the  wall 
paper  is  removed  and  the  room  disinfected  by  spraying  with  formalin. 

On  reference  to  the  Inspectors  tables  it  will  be  noted  that  335  premises 
were  disinfected  during  the  year. 

There  is  no  public  cleansing  station  in  the  Borough  where  dis- 
infestation may  be  carried  out. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  1925. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Notifications,  107  ; deaths,  0.  Death  rate  for  the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales  .03  ; for  the  105  great  towns,  .03. 

One  hundred  and  two  patients  were  removed  to  hospital  and 
satisfactory  home  isolation  was  provided  in  the  other  cases.  There 
were  no  deaths  directly  from  the  disease  though  as  previously  men- 
tioned 4 patients  who  contracted  measles  when  in  hospital  died. 

Diphtheria. — Notifications,  124  ; deaths,  12.  Death  rate  per  1,000 
population,  .14  ; death  rate  per  1,000  England  and  Wales,  .07  ; for  the 
105  great  towns,  .09. 

One  hundred  and  two  of  the  patients  were  removed  to  hospital. 
There  were  4 deaths  among  the  22  patients  not  removed  to  hospital, 
and  8 deaths  among  the  102  patients  removed.  Cyfarthfa  Ward 
with  5 notifications  and  Treharris  Ward  with  8 notifications  suffered 
least,  while  Dowlais  Ward  with  24  notifications  and  Penydarren  Ward 
with  28  notifications  were  most  heavily  affected. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Four  cases  were  notified,  and  all  proved  fatal. 
Three  of  the  cases  were  transferred  to  the  Union  Infirmary. 


Pneumonia. — Eighty-seven  notifications  of  acute  primary 

pneumonia  were  received  during  the  year,  There  were  no  deaths 
of  pneumonia  (all  forms)  in  the  same  period,  and  the  laxity  of 
notification  has  already  been  commented  upon.  All  notified  cases 
are  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors,  but  no  further  action  is  taken  as 
no  accommodation  is  availble  at  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Twenty- 
five  of  the  deaths  occurred  at  the  Union  Infirmary  or  General  Hospital 
where  accommodation  is  available. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — Four  notifications  were  received  and  the 
three  cases  removed  to  hospital  have  already  been  commented  on, 
one  proving  to  be  a case  of  cerebral  hemorrhage,  and  two  dying  from 
the  disease.  In  the  case  of  the  fourth  patient  the  notification  was 
received  after  death.  The  history  of  the  case  was  that  the  patient, 
a woman,  was  ailing  for  about  a week  with  headache  and  pains  in 
the  back  and  then  had  some  sort  of  a fit  in  which  she  died.  The 
diagnosis  must  remain  doubtful  in  my  opinion. 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis. — Two  notifications  were  received 
from  the  C]rfarthfa  and  Town  Wards  respectively.  The  patients 
were  kept  under  observation  at  the  Merthyr  Infant  Welfare  Centre, 
with  the  view  of  preventing  deformity. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis. — One  case  was  notified  from  the  Merthyr 
Vale  Ward. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — Seven  cases  were  notified  during  the 
year.  Fortunately,  the  cases  were  of  a mild  type,  and  were  followed 
by  recovery  without  impairment  of  vision  in  all  cases. 


VISION  VISION  DEATHS 

NOTIFIED  TREATED  UNIMPAIRED  IMPAIRED 

AT  HOME  IN  HOSPITAL 

7 ..  7 ...  0 ...  7 ...  0 ..  0 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Deaths  from  phthisis,  69  ; death  rate  per  1,000  living  .83  ; deaths 
from  other  tubercular  diseases,  10  ; death  rate  per  1,000  living  .12  ; 
deaths  rate  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis,  per  1,000  living  .95.  Last 
year  the  death  rate  from  phthisis  was  i,  from  other  tubercular 
diseases,  .25,  and  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis,  1.2. 


The  following  table 
(all  forms)  ; 

NO. 

Dowlais  ...  17 

Penydarren  22 
Park  . . 6 

Cyfarthfa  ...  5 


exhibits  the  ward  distribution  and  death  rate 


RATE  PER  1,000  NO. 

1.4  Town  ..  8 

1.5  Plymouth  9 

.69  Merthyr  Vale  6 

.6  Treharris...  6 


RATE  PER  1,000 
.67 
.86 
.72 
.66 


Dowlais  and  Penydarren  Wards  with  the  highest  general  death 
rates  have  also  the  highest  rates  from  tuberculosis.  The  following 
table  shows  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  new  cases  and  deaths  : — 
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8 
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46 

6 
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5 

— 
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— 

55 

10 

1 

— 

— 

6 

1 

— 

— 

G5  and 
upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

46 

39 

22 

13 

38 

31 

7 

3 

Of  the  deaths  from  pulmonary  phthisis  it  will  be  observed  that 
38  are  of  males  and  31  of  females,  and  of  the  non-pulmonary  deaths 
7 are  of  males  and  3 females.  Table  II  shows  the  number  and  ward 
distribution  of  the  notifications  and  the  figures  include  Ccises  notified 
after  death  and  discovered  in  the  death  returns.  There  were  8 cases 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  3 of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
so  discovered,  and  the  explanation  given  by  the  medical  men  who 
had  been  attending  in  the  majority  of  the  cases  was  that  as  they  were 
old  standing  cases  and  they  had  been  called  in  late  in  the  case  they 
were  under  the  impression  they  had  been  previously  notified. 

Patients  from  the  Borough  were  admitted  to  the  following 
Institutions  during  the  year  : — 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  these  regulations  which,  are  framed 
with  a view  of  preventing  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  occupy- 
ing themselves  in  the  milk  trade. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925.  Section  2. — This  section  which  enforces 
the  compulsory  removal  of  a patient  to  hospital  suffering  from  tuber- 
culosis and  in  an  infectious  state  has  not  been  utilised. 

Arrangements  with  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association. — 
The  Association  is  now  reponsible  for  the  treatment  of  all  cases  of 
tuberculosis  in  the  Borough.  A payment  of  i^d.  rate  is  made  to  them 
by  the  Council  on  account  of  non-insured  persons,  and  they  administer 
what  was  formerly  the  Sanatorum  benefit  on  account  of  insured 
persons.  A list  of  notifications  received  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  with  a list  of  contacts  of  the  notified  persons  is  sent  to  them 
weekly,  and  also  a report  on  the  condition  of  the  house  occupied  by  the 
patient.  In  turn  they  send  a weekly  list  of  persons  found  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  seen  at  the  Tuberculosis  Institute,  and  a quarterly 
report  which  includes  a series  of  statistical  tables.  The  Tuberculosis 
Institute  is  situated  in  Church  Street,  and  is  open  Monday  and  Wed- 
nesday afternoons  for  routine  work,  with  a special  afternoon  for  the 
examination  of  contacts.  Dr.  Thomas  is  the  tuberculosis  physician, 
and  Dr.  Lord  the  assistant  tuberculosis  physician.  Their  area 
extends  outside  the  Borough  and  embraces  Aberdare,  Mountain  Ash 
and  Gellygaer. 

There  are  two  residential  institutions  in  the  Borough,  viz., 
Pontsarn  and  Mardy  Hospital.  They  are  provided  for  the  hospital 
treatment  of  tuberculosis  chiefly  pulmonary,  but  a few  non-pulmonary 
cases  also  receive  treatment.  Pontsarn  Sanatorium  has  38  beds, 
and  there  is  usually  about  20  patients  at  Mardy  Hospital,  though  pro- 
vision is  made  for  30  or  more.  Both  institutions  receive  patients  from 
outside  the  Borough  as  well  as  Borough  patients. 

The  Memorial  Association  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
following  up  cases  where  the  diagnosis  is  doubtful  by  utilizing  the 
services  of  a tuberculosis  nurse. 

Fifty-nine  contacts  were  examined  during  the  year  by  the 
Tuberculosis  Physician  ; the  numbers  varied  from  4 in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year  to  22  in  the  last  quarter.  No  doubt  now  that  the 
services  of  Dr.  Lord,  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Physician  are  available, 
the  number  of  contacts  examined  will  be  increased. 


Gian  Ely  ... 

Pontsarn  Sanatorum 
Talgarth 

Adelina  Patti  Hospital 


5 St.  Brides’  Hospital 

30  Mardy  Hospital 

14  North  Wales  Sanatorum 

1 


4 

20 

7 


No  Tuberculosis  Committee  has  been  appointed  under  section  4 
of  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Act,  1921.  The  Health  Com- 
mittee of  the  Council,  among  its  other  activities  deals  with  tuber- 
culosis. There  is  no  provision  of  home  nursing  apart  from  the  visits 
of  the  Tuberculosis  Nurse  of  the  Memorial  Association.  Extra 
nourishment  is  provided  by  the  Association  where  necessary. 

Arrangements  for  Treating  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  espec- 
ially Tuberculosis  of  Bones  and  Joints. — These  cases  are  treated 
at  Gian  Ely  Hospital,  near  Cardiff,  and  St.  Brides’  Hospital, 
Pembroke,  the  latter  being  a children’s  Orthopaedic  Hospital  on 
modern  lines  for  the  treatment  of  bone  and  joint  tuberculosis. 
Five  patients  were  discharged  from  Gian  Ely,  and  4 from  St.  Brides’ 
during  the  year,  and  6 adults  and  19  children  were  under  treatment 
at  these  institutions.  The  necessary  apparatus  is  supplied  by  the 
Association,  and  there  is  a complete  scheme  of  following  up  and 
after  treatment  through  the  visit  of  an  orthopaedic  nurse.  Dr 
Brounlee,  of  Gian  Ely,  visits  all  his  cases  at  intervals  and  directs  the 
course  of  the  after-treatment. 

Provision  of  Shelters  at  Patient’s  Home. — Little  or  no  use  is  made 
of  these  shelters,  though  the  Association  possess  them. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  Venereal  Clinic  is  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Council,  and 
is  in  the  grounds  of  the  Isolation  Hospital.  It  is  a self-contained 
building  of  corrugated  iron  with  brick  foundations  and  lined  with 
wood.  Dr.  E.  L.  Ward  is  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge.  It  was 
opened  in  1920.  As  to  its  position,  I am  of  opinion  that  it  would 
be  of  more  service  if  it  constituted  part  of  an  out-patient  depart- 
ment of  the  general  hospital.  There  is,  however,  practically  no  out- 
patient department  in  connection  with  the  General  Hospital,  and  no 
accommodation  available  for  it  at  that  institution.  As  to  co-operation 
of  the  medical  profession,  I am  afraid  that  this  is  not  all  it  might  be 
judging  from  the  number  of  patients  referred  by  the  local  medical 
men. 

As  to  the  knowledge  of  the  general  public  of  the  existence  of  facilities 
for  the  treatment  of  venereal  diseases,  in  the  case  of  men,  is  ample, 
as  notices  are  displayed  in  all  the  public  urinals  in  the  district,  and  iri 
the  station  waiting  rooms,  but  probably  they  are  less  well  known  to 
women.  Cases  are  referred  from  the  Infant  Welfare  and  Maternity 
Centres,  and  allusion  has  been  made  to  facilities  for  treatment  in 
lectures  delivered  at  various  times  to  bodies  of  women. 

Clinic  is  open  on  Tuesdays,  at  3 p.m.  for  women,  and  on 
Thursdays  at  5 p.m.  for  males.  The  irrigation  room  is  open  daily 
at  12  p.m.  and  5 p.m.  (Sundays  excepted)  and  at  other  times  by  arrange- 


ment.  These  facilities  are  ample  for  the  number  of  patients  in 
attendance,  and  could  be  increased  if  found  necessary.  The  existence 
of  the  Clinic  is,  I think  well  enough  known  to  the  local  medical  men 
as  they  were  circularized  when  it  was  first  opened,  and  it  has  been 
in  existence  nearly  six  years. 


Although  10  practitioners  at  least  in  the  Borough  are  qualified  to 
receive  free  supplies  of  arseno  benzol  compounds,  application  from 
one  only  on  two  occasions  was  made  for  such  supply  during  the  year. 
Very  little  use  also  is  made  by  practitioners  in  the  Borough  of  the 
facilities  for  free  examination  of  pathological  material.  The  heading 
“ from  practitioners  ” in  Dr.  Scholberg’s  report  for  the  year  refers 
almost  entirely  to  specimens  sent  from  the  Union  Infirmary  by  Dr. 
Ward,  who  is  in  charge. 


The  pathological  examinations  are  carried  out  by  Dr.  Scholberg, 
of  Cardiff,  who  is  the  approved  pathologist  under  the  scheme,  and  he 
submits  the  following  return  ; — 

For  detection  of  gonococci  : 

For  Treatment  Centre  ..  ...  30 

For  Practitioners  ...  ...  12 


For  Wassermann  reaction  ; 

For  Treatment  Cemtre  ..  60 

For  Practitioners  ...  ...  43 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  30  males  and  26  females  were  under 
treatment  or  observation  for  syphilis,  and  20  males  and  3 females 
under  treatment  or  observation  for  gonorrhoea,  and  during  the  year 
10  males  and  6 females  suffering  from  syphilis  came  under  treatment 
for  the  first  time,  while  29  males  and  4 females  suffering  from 
gonorrhoea  came  under  treatment  for  the  first  time. 

For  conditions  other  than  venereal,  9 males  and  8 females  visited 

the  Clinic. 

Eleven  males  and  12  females  suffering  from  syphilis,  and  ii  males 
and  one  female  suffering  from  gonorrhoea  did  not  complete  their 
treatment.  Six  patients  from  districts  outside  the  Borough  attended 

the  Clinic. 

' MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Since  1920  there  have  been  four  Infant  Welfare  Centres  in  the 
Borouch  ; they  are  as  previously  mentioned  situated  as  follows  : («) 

4 and  S Glebeland  Street,  Merthyr  Tydfil  ; (6)  Gellifaelog  Old  School 
Dowlais  ; (c)  Church  Hall,  Troedyrhiw  ; {d)  Welfare  Centre,  Treharris. 

The  Troedyrhiw  and  Treharris  Centres  were  opened  in  1920,  the 
other  two  centres  being  in  existence  before  that  time.  The  whole 
Borough  cannot  be  said  to  be  covered,  as  there  are  no  centres  at 


Merthyr  Vale  or  Abercanaid  ; the  former  place  is  about  equidistant 
from  Treharris  and  Troedyrhiw,  and  some  use  of  these  centres  is  made 
by  Merthyr  Vale  mothers.  Abercanaid  and  Pentrebach  mothers 
make  use  of  the  Troedyrhiw  Centre.  With  our  present  medical  staff 
it  is  impossible  to  provide  centres  in  these  places  meanwhile. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  existing  arrangements  and 
attendances  at  the  centres  : — 


Address 

Whether 
Sessions 
are  held 
weekly 
fortnightly 
&c. 

Day  Time 
of  Meeting. 

Ayerage  A 
for  Se 

Expectant 

Mothers. 

btendance 

ssion. 

Children 

Present 
arrangement 
etc.  for 
Med  ical 
Superyision. 

4 & 5, 

Wednesday 

Glebeland  St. 

Weekly 

2.5  p.m. 

91 

Weekly 

Gellifeelog 

Tuesday 

Schools 

) J 

2.5  p.m. 

3 

70 

tf 

Church  Hall, 

Monday, 

Troedyrhiw 

2.5  p.m. 

2 

54 

ff 

Welfare 

Thursday, 

Centre, 

11.30  a.m., 

3 

11 

Fortnightly 

Treharris 

9i 

2 p.m. 

4 & 5, 

Friday, 

Glebeland  St. 

if 

2.5  p.m. 

.« 

Weekly 

The  Friday  afternoon  Clinic  at  Glebeland  Street  is  devoted  to  ante- 
natal work,  expectant  mothers  from  the  various  centres  attending. 
Weekly  attendances  at  the  Troedyrhiw  Centre  are  now  made  by  Dr. 
Eppynt  Phillips  instead  of  fortnightly  as  during  past  year.  In  the 
case  of  the  Treharris  Centres,  the  attendances  have  gone  down  con- 
siderably, and  it  is  proposed  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit  to  go 
back  to  Bethel  Chapel  Schoolroom,  which  was  in  former  use  as  the 
Treharris  Welfare  Centre.  It  is  at  present  used  as  a pay  centre  for  the 
Guardians  during  the  industrial  crisis.  The  present  premises  at  the 
Merthyr  Centre  are  often  inconveniently  crowded  owing  to  the 
numbers  attending  and  there  is  no  room  large  enough  to  address  the 
mothers.  The  two  adjoining  houses  are  owned  by  the  Council,  and  a 
sub-committee  has  been  appointed  to  deal  with  a re-arrangement  of 
the  premises  to  give  suitable  accommodation  for  the  Welfare  Centre 
and  also  for  the  provision  of  an  Orthopaedic  Clinic  to  supply  the  needs 
of  the  conjoined  infant  welfare  service  and  the  School  Medical  Service. 

Dried  milk  is  no  longer  sold  at  the  Clinics  ; the  Council  has  entered 
into  an  arrangement  with  the  local  chemists  whereby  mothers  who 
attend  the  Clinic  present  a coupon  to  a local  chemist  and  obtain  the 
powder,  either  at  a reduced  price  or  free,  according  to  the  coupons. 


The  chemists  charge  the  Council  the  cost  of  the  powder  given  free, 
plus  5 per  cent,  for  distribution  (=  i/6  per  packet  X 5 per  cent).  In 
the  case  where  the  mother  pays  for  the  powder,  the  charge  is  i/8  per 
packet.  For  the  12  months  the  cost  to  the  Council  for  free  milk  powder 
was  ;^447  6s.  3d.  In  addition  to  this  free  milk  powder  liquid  milk  to 
the  amount  of  -£^62  iis.  6d.  was  distributed  in  accordance  with  the 
conditions  laid  down  in  Circular  185,  “ Supply  of  milk  for  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers.” 

Treatment  for  venereal  disease  is  not  carried  out  at  the  Centres ; 
patients  are  referred  to  the  Venereal  Clinic  at  Mardy  Hospital,  but  the 
arrangement  is  not  very  satisfactory,  as  they  may  not  turn  up  at,  or 
cease  attending  after  i or  2 visits.  Four  patients  so  referred  were  seen 
during  1925,  a mother  and  daughter  suffering  from  syphilis,  a case 
of  suspected  congenital  syphilis  in  a child,  not  confirmed  and  a case 
of  suspected  gonorrhoea,  not  confirmed.  The  number  of  attendances 
made  were  12,  17,  2,  4 respectively,  for  the  four  patients.  In  1924 
four  patients  were  also  seen,  and  three  of  them  made  one  attendance 
only,  while  the  fourth  was  found  not  to  be  suffering  from  venereal 
disease.  In  view  of  these  facts  it  would  be  of  undoubted  advantage 
to  treat  these  cases  at  the  Centres  as  done  at  a number  of  Clinics,  but 
the  question  of  cost  at  present  bars  the  way. 

Orthopaedic  cases  are  referred  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital, 
Cardiff,  as  occasion  requires  ; details  are  given  in  Dr.  Eppynt  Phillips’ 
report.  The  difficulty  is  with  the  after-treatment  of  the  patients  as 
there  is  no  local  Orthopaedic  Clinic.  It  is  hoped  that  in  the  near 
future  this  will  be  remedied  and  a clinic  provided  in  conjunction  with 
the  School  Medical  Service.  Dr.  Eppynt  Phillips  and  a nurse  have 
been  attending  at  the  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital  to  familiarize  them- 
selves with  modern  methods  of  treatment,  and  it  is  hoped  that  Dr. 
Alwyn  Smith,  the  principal  Surgeon  at  the  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital, 
will  visit  the  Local  Clinic  at  intervals. 

Midwifery  Service. — At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Council 
entered  into  an  arrangement  with  the  Guardians  whereby  six  beds 
in  the  maternity  block  would  be  reserved.  The  beds  would  be  for 
complicated  midwifery  cases  and  for  other  cases  where  the  home 
conditions  are  unfavourable.  The  Medical  Practitioners  are  supplied 
with  a book  of  admission  forms  to  use  as  occasion  arises,  and  the 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Maternity  Centres  also  uses  them  for  women 
attending  the  Ante-Natal  Centre.  The  cost  to  the  Councilis  £2  2s.  per 
week  per  occupied  bed,  plus  the  cost  of  the  motor  ambulance,  and  the 
Council  recovers  the  money  if  the  patient  is  in  a position  to  pay. 

During  the  part  of  the  year  the  scheme  was  in  operation  6 patients 
were  admitted  to  the  Union  Infirmary  under  this  scheme  at  a total 
cost  of  £so  i6s.  6d.  to  the  Council,  none  of  which  has  been  recovered 
so  far. 


The  cost  to  the  Council  for  the  services  of  Practitioners  called  in  by 
midwives  for  the  year  has  only  amounted  to  4s.  od.,  the  smallness 
of  the  amount  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  medical  men  attend  mid- 
wifery cases  under  terms  of  their  contract. 

Notification  of  Births  Act  and  Work  of  Health  Visitors.— The  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  are  well  carried  out,  omission  to  notify  birth  occuring 
only  in  a few  cases  usually  the  result  of  oversight.  Sixteen  hundred 
and  thirty  live  births  out  of  a total  of  1,636  occuring  in  the  Borough 
were  notified,  and  the  Health  Visitors  paid  1,564  first  visits  to  the 
homes,  and  a total  of  8,696  visits  in  all  to  infants  under  i year  ; 3,597 
visits  to  children  1-5  years  were  paid,  and  1,014  visits  to  expectant 
mothers.  In  the  case  of  patients  suffering  from  the  following  diseases 
visits  as  follows  were  paid  ; — 


Ophthalmia  Neontaorum 

7 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

Measles 

196 

Whooping  Cough 

...  232 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea  . . . 

26 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

2 

Dr.  Eppynt  Phillips’  report  is  as  follows  : — 

MIDWIVES. 

Fifty-nine  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practice  (in  addition 
to  the  7 Health  Visitors  and  the  Matron  of  the  Isolation  Hospital,  who 
are  registered  midwives). 

Forty-three  were  trained  and  16  were  untrained  ; 2 were  on  the  staff 
of  the  Union  Infirmary,  and  consequently  were  not  visited. 

None  were  employed  by  the  Local  Authority  or  subsidised. 

During  the  year  one  trained  midwife  left.  Two  untrained  midwives 
have  resigned  and  one  has  died. 

Three  new  trained  midwives  have  started  practice  ; in  this  way  the 
bona-fide  midwife  is  gradually  being  replaced  by  the  trained  which 
is  satisfactory.  I should  like,  however,  to  record  the  excellent  work 
done  by  one  of  the  older  bona-fide  midwives  who  has  recently  resigned 
of  her  own  accord  through  old  age  (Mrs.  Anthony).  More  attention 
is  being  paid  to  ante-natal  care,  especially  by  the  newly  trained  mid- 
wives, but  some  expectant  mothers,  through  ignorance,  resent  these 
visits  as  quite  unnecessary,  and  in  one  case  a mother  changed  her 
midwife  for  another  “ who  would’nt  make  such  a fuss,”  and  the  con- 
scientious nurse  lost  her  patient.  This  is  not  encouraging  for  the 
future  of  ante-natal  work,  and  more  propaganda  among  young 
married  women  is  necessary  or  instruction  in  mothercraft  should  be 
given  to  Girls’  Clubs. 


A few  lectures  to  the  members  of  the  “ New  Fellowship  of  Marriage” 
might  be  helpful  as  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  hold  of  primaparae  in  the 
early  stages.  One  of  the  midwives  attends  a centre  every  week. 
Records  of  sending  for  medical  help,  332. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  is  again  very  high.  Twelve  mothers  died 
in  1925.  From  sepsis,  4 ; from  other  causes,  8 ; making  a death  rate 
of  7.3  per  1,000. 

HEALTH  VISITORS. 

There  has  been  one  change  in  the  staff.  Nurse  Elsie  Francis,  after 
5 years  of  devoted  work,  left  to  be  married.  Her  place  is  taken  by 
Nurse  Jones.  The  number  of  Health  Visitors  remains  the  same  (8). 
Each  gives  part  of  her  time  to  this  work,  and  the  rest  to  that  of  School 
Nurse  and  Investigation  Officer. 

Owing  to  the  continued  distress  in  the  district,  the  work  of  investi- 
gating has  been  very  heavy,  and  the  other  duties  must  suffer  in 
proportion. 

One  of  the  Nurses  has  attended  at  the  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital 
for  instruction  in  the  after-care  of  orthopaedic  cases. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS  AND  INFANT  WELFARE 

CENTRES. 

General. — There  are  four  Centres,  viz.  : Merthyr,  Dowlais, 
Troedyrhiw  and  Treharris. 

Sessions  are  held  weekly  at  each  of  the  Centres,  and  are  attended 
by  two  or  three  Health  Visitors. 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  Miss  Williams, 
Lady  Superintendent  of  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Nursing  Division, 
and  the  Red  Cross  for  their  regular  help. 

Owing  to  the  disbanding  of  the  Treharris  Red  Cross  Detachment, 
they  cease  to  help  officially,  but  Mrs.  Wiltshire,  a V.A.D.,  who  has 
attended  regularly  from  the  start,  continues  her  association  in  a private 
capacity,  and  we  are  much  indebted  to  her  for  her  help. 

On  Fridays,  a special  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  at  Merthyr,  to  which 
mothers  are  referred  from  all  four  Centres. 

Dried  Milk  Full  Cream,  Cow  and  Gate  and  Glaxo  are  now  sold 
through  the  chemists  on  presentation  of  a voucher  from  the  Centres. 
Cows  milk  or  dried  milk  is  given  to  poor  expectant  mothers.  Virol 
and  Ostelin  are  also  sold  at  special  prices.  Cod  Liver  Oil  is  given  to 
necessitous  cases. 

The  orthopaedic  work  is  being  carried  on  as  before. 


tHttWitttttWntWtWtttttttttttMttttttttttttWttttt 

Ante-Natal— Expectant  mothers  are  seen  and  advised  at  the 
Infant  Welfare  Centres,  but  a Special  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  at 
Merthyr  on  Friday  afternoons,  and  to  this  cases  are  referred  from  the 
four  Centres.  The  average  weekly  attendance  was  lo. 

Dental  Department.— This  department  is  continuing  its  good  work. 

Venereal  Diseases. — Many  V.D.  cases  have  been  referred  to  their 
own  doctors,  who  either  treat  the  cases  themselves  or  send  them  to 
one  of  the  Clinics. 

Post  Natal  Work. — The  post  natal  work  is  as  varied  as  ever,  but  the 
scare  caused  by  the  distribution  of  the  Memorandum  on  Cancer  is  over, 
and  not  a single  case  applied  for  examination  re  cancer  during  the 
past  year. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. — The  four  centres  are  carried  on  as  usual, 
except  that  owing  to  increasing  work,  I have  paid  fortnightly  visits 
to  Treharris  and  Troedyrhiw  instead  of  weekly.  The  Health  Visitors 
attend  every  week  for  weighings  and  dressings. 

The  number  of  babies  born  in  the  Borough  in  1925  was  1,636.  The 
total  number  of  new  babies  brought  to  the  Centres  in  1925,  1,064. 
Total  attendances  (new  and  old)  12,034,  comparing  with  9,356  in 
1924).  Of  these  9,693  were  made  by  babies  under  i year,  and  2,341 
by  children  between  i and  3 years  old. 

The  weekly  average  attendance  was  232.3  (compared  with  179.8 
for  1924). 

Orthopaedic.  Poliomyelitis. — There  were  two  new  cases. 

Paralysis  after  Poliomyelitis.— Eleven  cases  were  referred  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales  Hospital,  viz.  Treharris  3,  Troedyrhiw  5,  Merthyr 
2 and  Dowlais  i. 

Admitted  3.  Out-patients  8. 

Rickets. — One  case  from  Treharris  was  sent  to  Bristol  Children’s 
Hospital  for  Osteotomy,  and  has  returned  cured. 

I have  again  to  acknowledge  the  help  given  by  the  United  Services’ 
Fund  and  the  Welsh  Troops’  Fund  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  treat- 
ment of  ex-servicemen’s  children,  and  to  express  my  thanks  to  the 
R.S.P.C.C.  for  help  in  many  ways,  to  Mrs.  Reynolds  for  her  kindness 
in  acting  as  Voluntary  Visitor  to  the  crippled  children  and  treating 
them  to  a tea-party  in  the  summer,  and  to  all  the  kind  friends  who 
gave  such  a delightful  Christmas  treat  to  our  little  crippled  children. 

Mary  E.  Eppynt  Phillips. 

Dental  Clinic  Report  is  as  follows  : — 

One  hundred  and  nine  attendances  were  made  by  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers.  Treatment  included  210  extractions  ; 40  fillings 
and  17  dressings,  besides  a number  of  gum  treatment  cases. 


Thirty-one  attendances  were  made  by  infants  whose  ages  ranged 
from  14  months  to  5 years.  Treatment  included  34  extractions,  15 
fillings  and  9 dressings.  It  is  pleasing  to  notice  the  healthy  condition 
of  those  infants  mouths  when  examined  again  on  entering  school. 
The  mother  is  taught  to  understand  that  the  sooner  the  child  is  brought 
when  dental  trouble  arises,  the  less  work  is  required  to  be  done  when 
the  child  grows  up.  Fear  is  the  chief  difficulty  in  treating  the  infants, 
but  this  is  usually  overcome  when  the  child  is  taken  into  your  con- 
fidence, and  there  is  not  much  difficulty  in  getting  the  little  patient 
to  return  for  further  treatment. 

The  examination  and  treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
is  still  being  taken  full  advantage  of,  and  as  Dr.  Eppynt  Phillips 
mentioned  in  her  last  remarks  on  this  subject,  the  mothers  now  come 
themselves  and  ask  to  see  the  Dental  Surgeon.  Formerly,  there  was 
a little  difficulty  in  getting  some  mothers  to  attend,  but  this  is  now 
seldom  the  case. 

The  evil  effects  of  the  neglect  of  oral  hygiene  are  always  pointed 
out  to  the  mothers  on  their  visit,  and  that  if  they  have  not  healthy 
mouths  they  can’t  have  healthy  babies.  Special  sessions  are  set  apart 
for  the  mothers  and  infants,  but  serious  cases  are  seen  at  once  on  the 
advice  of  the  doctor. 

J.  A.  Wylie,  L.D.S.,  F.R.P.S., 

Dental  Officer. 


Table  I.  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1925  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 

Name  of  District— MERTHYR  TYDFIL. 


BIRTHS. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in  tho 
District. 

Trartsferablo 

Nett  Deaths  Belonging  to  the  District. 

Po  pulation 
estimated  to 
Middle  of 
Year. 

Nett. 

Ujnder  1 Y 

?ar  of  Age 

At  all  Ages 

Year. 

Uncorrected 

Number 

Number 

Rate. 

Number 

Klue. 

Of  Non-resi- 
dents 
registered 
in  the 
District 

Of  Resi- 
dents hot 
registered 
in  the 
District 

i 

1 

Niumber 

i 

Rate  per 
1,0  (.0  Nett 
Births 

Number 

Rate 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1920 

74493 

2232 

2216 

29.7 

1110 

14.6 

92 

36 

188 

84 

1(’54 

13.8 

1921 

818(0 

2271 

2253 

27.5 

1069 

13 

71 

43 

20  5 

90 

1(  41 

12.7 

1922 

82680 

1789 

1765 

21.3 

1227 

14.8 

91 

37 

181 

102 

1173 

14.1 

1923 

82760 

1792 

1781 

21.5 

10  39 

12.5 

66 

32 

154 

86 

100  5 

12.1 

1924 

83440 

1804 

1786 

21.4 

1080 

12.9 

10  3 

51 

144 

80 

1028 

12.3 

1925 

82920 

1654 

1636 

19.7 

1117 

13.4 

96 

35 

163 

99 

1056 

12.7 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  waters),  17,761.  Total  Population  at  all  ages,  80, il  16  ...  At  Census,  1921. 


TABLE  III 


CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1925 
Name  of  District. — MERTHYR  TYDFIL. 


Nett  Deaths  at 

the  Subjoi 

ned  Ages 
\ 

of  “ Resi 
I'ithout  tl 

Jcnts  ” w! 
le  District 

lether  occ 

urring  wi 

^hin  or 

Total  Deaths 
whether  of 
Residents 
or  Non- 
Residents 
in  Institutions 
in  the  District, 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

All 

ages 

Under 

One 

year. 

One 
and 
under 
2 years. 

2 and 
under 
5 years. 

6 and 
under 
15  years. 

15  and 
under 
25  years. 

26  and 
under 
46  years. 

46  and 
under 
15  years. 

66  and 
up- 
wards. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

All  Causes — Certified  (C) 

1056 

163 

49 

54 

39 

64 

126 

245 

318 

305 

1.  Enteric  Fewr 

2.  Small  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



3.  Measles 

24 

5 

12 

(i 

1 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

9 

4.  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough  ... 

20 

10 

4 

6 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

6.  D phtheria  and  Croup 

12 

— 

— 

7 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

7.  Influenza 

16 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

4 

5 

4 

— 

8.  Erysipelas 

1 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9.  Phtliisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

69 

— 

— 

2 

4 

22 

28 

12 

1 

44 

10.  Tubercular  Meningitis 

4 

1 

— 

1 



2 



— 



1 

11.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

0 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

4 

12.  Cancer  (Malignant  Disease) 

83 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

44 

35 

29 

13.  Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

10 



— 

2 

♦1 

O 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14.  Meningitis  (See  Note) 

4 

1 

— 

— . 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15.  Organic  Heart  Disease 

106 

— 

- 

— 

3 

3 

15 

44 

41 

22 

16.  Bronchitis... 

92 

14 

4 

4 

1 

— 

4 

24 

41 

10 

17.  Pneumonia  (All  Forms) 

110 

24 

14 

18 

3 

4 

12 

16 

19 

25 

18.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs... 

11 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

19.  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (See  Note) 

29 

24 

5 



— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

20.  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  ... 

2 

— 

— 





2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

21.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

4 





— 



— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

21a.  Alcoholism 



. 







— ’ 

— 

— 

— 



22.  Nephritis  and  Brights  Disease 

17 



— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

7 

4 

0 

23.  Puerperal  Fever 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 



3 

24.  Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Preg- 
nancy and  Parturition 

8 

1 

(i 

1 

1 

25.  Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation 
including  Premature  Birth 

68 

61 

4 

3 

13 

26.  Violent  Deaths  (excluding  Suicide) 

38 

— 

1 

2 

3 

7 

11 

10 

4 

16 

27.  Suicide 

8 











4 

4 

— 

1 

28.  Other  Defined  Diseases 

306 

21 

5 

1 

6 

10 

28 

73 

162 

109 

29.  Diseases  (Ill-Defined  or  Unknown) 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

■ 

m'g  g Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

3 









2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

A C "s  « ^ Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

mC'oc’I  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

H.-""  Streptococcal  Meningitis  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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TABLE  IIlA. 


CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1925  j 
Name  of  District. — MERTHYR  TYDFIL. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Dowlais  E 

en’darren 

Park 

Cyfarthfa 

Town 

Plymoikth 

Merthyr 

Vale 

Treharris 

All  Causes — Certified  ... 

168 

227 

113 

103 

141 

119 

98 

87 

1.  Enteric  Fever 

2.  Small  Pox... 

3.  Measles 

4.  Scarlet  Fever 

5.  Whooping  Cough  ... 

6.  Diphtheria  and  Croup 

7.  Influenza  ... 

8.  Erysipelas... 

9.  Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

10.  Tubercular  Meningitis 

11.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

12.  Cancer  (Malignant  Disease)  ... 

13.  Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

14.  Meningitis  (See  Note) 

15.  Organic  Heart  Disease 

16.  Bronchitis... 

17.  Pneumonia  (All  Forms) 

18.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs... 

19.  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (See  Note) 

20.  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis... 

21.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

21a.  Alcoholism 

22.  Nephritis  and  Brights  Disease 

23.  Puerperal  Fever 

24.  Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Preg- 

nancy and  Parturition  ...  • • • 

25.  Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation 

including  Premature  Birth 

26.  Violent  Deaths  (excluding  Suicide)  ... 

27.  Suicide 

28.  Other  Defined  Diseases 

29.  Diseases  (lU-Definedor  Unknown) 

3 

1 

1 

14 

1 

2 

19 
2 
1 

14 

14 

20 
2 
6 

3 

1 

1 

9 

5 

3 

44 

2 

7 

6 

6 

2 

1 

20 

2 

13 

2 

22 

17 

25 

4 

11 

1 

3 

1 

1 

19 

7 

1 

55 

1 

3 

3 
6 

12 

15 

15 

18 

1 

2 

2 

4 
2 
1 

29 

6 

3 

3 

4 
1 

9 

2 

9 

10 

12 

4 
1 

1 

10 

5 

24 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

14 

12 

11 

16 

2 

3 

1 

3 

3 

6 

6 

1 

50 

3 

1 

2 

3 

8 

1 

13 

1 

10 

12 

7 

1 

1 

4 

6 

6 

2 

38 

2 

5 

2 

2 

5 

1 

1 

3 

1 

10 

7 

3 

] 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

6 

38 

1 

2 

2 

6 

2 

2 

14 

6 

9 

1 
3 

1 

9 

2 

28 

M ( Encephalitis  Lethargica... 
jij  -2  ) Epidemic  Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitk 





. 



1 



2 

1 

— 

^ "g  I Streptococcal  Meningitis 
H ' (Inc.  & Ded.  in  above  Figures) 

1 

1 
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TABLE  IVa 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  Various  Ages  under  i year  of  Age 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Dowlais 

Pen’darren 

Park 

Cyfarthfa 

Town 

Plymouth 

Merthyr 

Vale 

Treharris 

1 Certified 

20 

49 

15 

10 

16 

12 

14 

16 

All  Causes  - 

(Uncertified 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Small  Pox  ... 

Chicken  Pox 







___ 

__ 

Measles 

1 

2 

1 



- 

1 

Scarlet  Fewr 









t^Tioo  ping  Cough 

1 

3 

— 

2 



1 

3 



Diphtheria  and  Croup 

— 

— 

— 

— 







Erj’sipelas  ... 

— 

— 

— 









Tubercular  Meningitis 

1 

— 

— 





- 



Abdominal  Tuberculosis  (C)  ... 

— 





- 





Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 









— 



Meningitis  (Not  Tuberculous) 

1 

— 

— 









Convulsions 

2 

5 

1 

1 

2 



2 

Larj-ngitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 







Bronchitis  ... 

4 

3 

3 

1 



2 

1 

Pneumonia  (All  Forms ) 

1 

8 

4 

2 

4 

1 

4 

Diarrhoea 



1 



- 



1 



Enteritis 

4 

8 



— 

3 

1 

2 

Gastritis 

1 





2 

1 

Syphilis 

— 

— 





Rickets 



1 

- 







Suffocation  (Overlying) 



— 











Injury  at  Birth 

— 

— 



- 



— 

- 



Atelectasis 





. 

- 

2 

Congenital  Malformations  (C) 

1 

1 







2 

Premature  Birth 

4 

12 

3 

7 

1 

6 



2 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

3 

5 

2 

1 

2 

1 

5 

4 

Other  Causes 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 
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TABLE  IVa 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  Various  Ages  under  i year  of  Age 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Dowlais 

Pen’darren 

Park 

Cydarthfa 

Town 

Plymouth 

Merthyr 

Vale 

Treharris 

1 Certified 

2C 

49 

16 

16 

16 

12 

14 

16 

All  Causes  ' 

[Uncertified 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Small  Pox  ... 







_ 



Chicken  Pox 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

MTioo  ping  Cough 

1 

3 

■ 

2 

— 

1 

3 

— 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

■ 

Tubercular  Meningitis 

1 

— 

— 



— 

■ 

— 

— 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  (C)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

Meningitis  (Not  Tuberculous) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Convulsions 

2 

5 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Laryngitis  ... 

— 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Bronchitis  ... 

4 

3 

3 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Pneumonia  (All  Forms) 

1 

8 

4 

2 

4 

1 

— 

4 

Diarrhoea 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Enteritis  ... 

4 

8 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

2 

Gastritis 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Syphilis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rickets 

— 



1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sufiocation  (Overlying) 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

__ 

— 

— 

— 

Injury  at  Birth 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Atelectasis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformations  (C) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Premature  Birth 

4 

12 

3 

7 

1 

6 

— 

2 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

3 

6 

2 

1 

2 

1 

5 

4 

Other  Causes 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1912 


Summary  of  Notifications  during  the  period  from  the  4th  January,  1925,  to  the  2nd  January,  1926 
in  the  COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  MERTHYR  TYDFIL. 


Notifications  on  Form  A. 

Notifications  on  Form  B. 

No.  of  Notifications 

on  !• 

orm  C 

Number  of  Primary  Notifications. 

No.  of  Primary  Notifications 

Total 

Poor  Law 

65  and 

Total 

Notific’ns 

Total 

Notific’ns 

Insti- 

Sanatoria 

Age  Periods 

0—1 

1—5 

5—10 

10—15 

15—20 

20—25 

25—35 

35—45 

45—55 

55—65 

up- 

Primary 

on 

Under 

Primary 

on 

tutions 

wards 

Notific’ns 

Form  A. 

5 

5 — 

0 

10—15 

Notific’ns 

Form  B. 

Pulmonary  Males 





1 

2 

8 

5 

8 

4 

0 

9 

1 

40 

47 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

43 

Pulmonarv 

— 



1 

4 

6 

9 

11 

4 

1 

1 

— 

37 

39 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

24 

Femsdes 

Xon -Pulmonary 

— 

2 

5 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

19 

20 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

7 

Males 

Xon-Pulmonarv 

— 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

13 

16 

— 

1 

3 

4 

4 

— 

7 

Females 
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table  I 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1924  AND  PREiVIOUS  YEARS. 


Name  of  District.— MERTHYR  TYDFIL. 


BIRTHS. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in  the 

Transferable 

Nett  Deaths  Belonging  to  the  District. 

Population 
estimated  to 

Ne 

tt. 

District. 

Under  1 Year  of  Age 

At  all  Ages 

Year. 

Middle  of 
Year. 

Uncorrected 

Number 

Number 

Rato. 

Number 

Rate. 

Of  Non-resi- 
dents 
registered 
in  the 
District 

Of  Resi- 
dents not 
registered 
in  the 
District 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,(  (.0  Nett 
Births 

Number 

Rate 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

0 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1919 

71038 

1846 

1835 

24.5 

1109 

15.4 

90 

43 

107 

91 

1062 

14.8 

1920 

74493 

2232 

2210 

29.7 

1110 

14.6 

92 

36 

188 

84 

1054 

13.8 

1921 

81800 

2271 

2253 

27.5 

1069 

13 

71 

43 

20  5 

90 

1041 

12.7 

1922 

82680 

1789 

17  65 

21.3 

1227 

14.8 

91 

37 

181 

10  2 

1173 

14.1 

1923 

82760 

1792 

1781 

21.5 

1039 

12.6 

06 

32 

154 

86 

1006 

12.1 

1921: 

83440 

1804 

1786 

21.4 

1080 

12.9 

10  3 

51 

— 1 

144 

80 

1028 

12.3 

AreaofDistrictinacres  (landandinlaudwatere),  17,701.  Total  Population  at  all  ageij,  80,110  ...  At  Census-,  1921. 
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